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"Ft. Wayne, Indian- 
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A Fac-simile copy of the Invitation Issued. 





FORT LOUDON, PENN’A., 


A. D. 1903. 


Former and present Citizens will ho'd a Reunion in 
Fort Loudon, Pa. 
AUGUST 27—31 next, inclusive, 


central on the 29, to which you are invited. An interesting 
program will be arranged. A pleasant and happy time is 


anticipated. Come and make this Reunion a success. 


JAS. P. STARLIPER, 
L. D. BURKHOLDER, President 
GEO. M. STENGER, 
} Cor. Sec’ys. 
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See PON tS 


Mr. Joe S. Rotz Mrs. Alcesta Lininger 


Honorary Presidents 
of 
Fort Loudon Sesqui-Centernial 


Committee 


With a profound sense of gratitude for the inspirea 
work done by the Fort Loudon Centennial Committee of 
1903, we humbly dedicate this historical booklet of Fort 
Loudon to Mr. Joe S. Rotz and Mrs. Alcesta Lininger, the 
only living members of the 1903 Centennial Committee, 
whose inspiration and advice have been of unestimable 
value to us in planning the Fort Loudon Sesqui-Centennial 


Celebration. 
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Joe S. Rotz 


Mr. Joe S. Rotz now eighty-two and one half vears 
young. Our village. Ft. Loudon, the schools of Peters 
Township, and our local Evangelical and Reformed church 
have never had a more sincere and loyal advocate and 
worker than Mr. Rotz. His life’s aim has been to direct 
his family of ten children, his church, and his community 


tc the best things attainable. 
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Mrs. Alcesta Lininger 


Mrs. Alcesta Lininger now 80 years young. 

Her 65 years of unparalleled service and sincere de- 
votion to children and in Public Schools, Sunday School, 
and Community, her still young and indomitable spirit and 
her continued interest in youth, and her exemplification of 
neble living, have won for her the love, honor, and respect 
of four generations of Loudonites who still inquire, when 


visiting our village— how is Miss Ollie. 
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REUNION OFFICERS OF 1903 


ESV Oe eC ahah aa President 

J. PreGtuck ®t At A ee * + Recording secretary 

L. D. Burkholder __._................ Corresponding Secretary 

G. M. Stenger MESrenus Nyaer Corresponding Secretary 

DenieliBaer 452ei eh bee 2s. Oe eee Seer 
MANAGERS 


Miss Alcesta Sei:ers, Chairman. 


Miss Belle Mullan Messrs— 
Miss Miriam A. Hassier Joseph Rotz 

A Henry Lininger 
ante, os ae Metz Sh Hs Pacts 
Miss Jennie Senseny Daniel Baer 
Miss Bi George E. Snider 
Miss Alice Crilly Millard Kline 
Mrs. James Shultz George W. Lininger 


FINANCIAL COMMITTEE 


Wm. Martin Sam’! O. McLaughlin C. D. Smith 


George Hamil Charles Baer 
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SOUVENER SONG 


OF MY BIRTHPLACE 
FORT LOUDON, PENNSYLVANIA 


by Catherine Ryder 


Come and see what kind nature 


Has so lavishly done, 
In crowning with beauty 
These slopes to the sun. 


When soft dying sunsets 
Climb o’er the tall crest 

Of rock covered mountains 
That shut out the west. 


A village lies nestling 
Amid the fair shade 

Of timber-clad mountains, 
With upland and glade. 


Then, looking out eastward, 
What beauties are seen; 

In Kittattinnay mountains, 
And valleys of green! 


A bit north to east compass, 
See, Mount Parnell arise, 
Whose peak when fog covered 
Seems touching the skies. 


Tuscarora lies westward, 
Awe strikingly strange, 
Stretching on to the southland, 
With range upon range. 


Then looking up northward 
See a pyramid rise, 

Jcrdan’s Knob stands so massive, 
It awakens surprise. 


Thus, mountains environed, 
By Nature’s true God, 

Here once in his freedom 
The Indian trod. 


On west Conococheague, 
Every winding he knew, 

As he sped o’er its waters 
In a light bark canoe. 


With health and with plenty 
Our village is blest; 

Here may the world weary 
One, peacefully rest. 


Here pure sparkling water 
From mountain-side spring, 

Forever flows downward— 
“Fit draught for a king.’’ 


Think ye, these pen pictures 
Too strongly are made? 
Then visit our village, 
And bask in its shade. 
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(qn MUMONALOgTAM, . 
USED IN 1803 
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Thursday Evening, August 27, 8 o’clock. 


Music 

Address of Welcome _ .__...-...--__.. seach W.S. Hoerner, Esq. 
Music 

Response __.....__...._.. Mr. John Patterson, Youngwood, Pa. 
Musie 

Historical Address Rev. James M. Mullan, Baltimore, Md. 
Music 


Informal Reception 
Music 


Friday, August 28. 
9:30 a. m. Basket Picnic at Locust Grove, Stenger’s Hiil. 


Addresses by Rev. Daniel Kurtz, other vistors, and the 
local clergy. 


Music, vocal and instrumental. 
8:00 p. m.- Illumination of town and balloon ascension. 


8to10 p.m. Fireworks. 
8 
Saturday, August 29. 


12:30 p.m. Baseball. 


3:00 p.m. Tournament. | 
8:00 p.m. Concert by visitors and local talent. 


Sunday, August 30. 
10:30 a.m. Divine services in all the churches. 


6:30 p.m. Union open air services. 
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Fort Loudon Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Inc. 
Fort Loudon, Pennsylvania 


OFFICERS 
HONORARY PRESIDENTS 
Mr. Joe S. Rotz Mrs. Alcesta Lininger 
PRESIDENT 


Fred L. Gish 
VICE PRESIDENTS 
lst— Wm. C. Rea 2nd— Joe Borellis 
3rd— Mrs. H. H. Keefer 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Mrs. Wm. C. Rea 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARIES 
Mrs. Orville Wise Mrs. J. A. McLaughlin 


TREASURER 
Mrs. Lloyd Pensinger 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


CHUG Giese Woernter. we ew ow. F. Rex 


SIG) MATS PLYING wae ee ea ae Mrs. A. L. Smith 
FEN ANGI... tu nak Dados F thy Wube Bowling 
PLB ee ne er ee ele Mrs. W. E. Bowling 
PROFPERT X dan. Sebolinase. pA ea RY ne Eugene Zeger 
IS TORT A ol ee ens John C. Hopkins 
DECOE.A LINGrete 1 FP sys Sam Atkinson 
PRO GTA wee eae Mrs. Ruth D. McLaughlin 


The Executive Officers of the Fort Loudon Sesqui- 
Centennial salute 150 years of History and Progress of 
Fort Loudon Community and extend a most cordial wel- 
come to our visitors who have come to help us enjoy the 
150th Anniversary Celebration. 
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SAINT PETER’S 
EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED CHURCH 


Fort Loudon, Penna. 


Congregation Organized: 
1819 

First Church Building: 

Built: 1819-20 


Dedicated: May 21, 1820 


This was a Union Church 
built and used by Lutherans, 
Presbyterians, and Reform- 
eds. 


Use of Church Building: 
Used by above three denom- 
inations until 1842. From 
that time until 1876 used by 
the Reformed Church. 
Present Church Building: 
Cornerstone laid in 1876. 
Lecture room dedicated 
June 1, 1877. 
Church proper dedicated 
July 25, 1880. 
Trustees: First Building 
John Dickey, Thomas Scott, 
John Beaver, Nicholas Baker 
George Werner. 
Present Church Erected: 
During pastorate (1873-91) 
of Rev. Jacob Hassler, D. D. 
Renovated in 1922, during 
the pastorate (1922-24), of 
Rev. Adam E. Schellhase, 
D. D. 
Renovated in 1950, during 
the pastorate (1946-51), of 
Rev. Mark B. Michael. 


Present Organization 
Congregation 
Pastor 
Ernest W. Brindle 
Elders: 
Joseph S. Rotz, Sr. 
Harvey W. Zeger 
Bruce M. Small 
John Nelling 





Deacons: 
John C. Hopkins 
Parker Tritle 
Eugene L. Zeger 
Joseph L. Rotz, Jr. 


Sunday School: 


Superintendent 
Eugene L. Zeger 


Asst. Superintendent 
J. Frank Miller 


Secretary 
Joseph Rotz III 


Asst. Secretary 

Ronald Hamil 
Treasurer 

Mrs. Ruth McLaughlin 
Women’s Guild: 

President 

Mrs. Ruth McLauglin 
Vice President 

Mrs. Ida Faith 
Secretary 

Mrs. Violet Zeger 
Treasurer 

Mrs. Pauline Rotz 
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PROGRAM 
FOR 


Sesqui-Centennial Celebration 


Ft. Loudon, Pennsylvania 


August n2W,,.2ilus2 2,123). 1992 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 20TH 


7:00 P. M. — Opening — Bells of Christ Church as they 
: Proclaimed the Declaration of Independence July 1776. 
arade. 


ar st Ac st 7 ot vy a ae RR RO he | On School Ground 

Address of Welcome __. Atty. Chauncey Depuy, Ft. Loudon 

Response to Welcome _..... Mrs. Ella Dale Fisher, 
Brownsville, Pa. 

Music. 

Home Talent Entertainment Solos, Quartette, 


Reading, Playlet 
Street Dance. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 21ST 


Daytime __. Visiting friends and viewing historic displays 
7 FO PO eet Be aah Ne ted ihe A Bes Music 
EL RBEOTIC “RG Pei Se Neil H. Swanson 


(Novelist, Historian, and V. Pres. of Baltimore Sun) 
Music. 
PES ORE VS ces Pee Sa ee The Allegheny Uprising 
Entertainment by Visiting Talent: 
Hon. John S. Fine —Gov. of Penna. 


Hon. Alan Reynolds —Sec’y. of Property and 
Supplies, Commonwealth of Pa. 
Guest Period. 
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a 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 22ND 


Free 





Morning 
Afternoon — Baseball, 
Muzzle Loader Shooting Match conducted by 
Clarence Bender, McConnellsburg, 
Pres. of National Muzzle Loaders Assoc. 


2:00 — 4:00 P. M, ____... Reunion of Mrs. Alcesta Lininger’s 
and all other available former teachers and pupils. 


Evening: Festival __...... Tri-State D. C. Brigade U. R. K. 
of P. Band, Hanover, Pa. 


SUNDAY MORNING, AUGUST 23 
Churches: 
Sabbath School at 9:30 A .M. 
Worship Service at 10:30 A. M. 
Lutheran: Rev. Richard Rife, and Chaplain John R. Strevig 
Methodist: Rev. Robert Hovenstine, and Guest Ministers 


Reformed: Rev. Ernest W. Brindle, and visiting Ministers 


SUNDAY EVENING 
Union Outdoor Service —_...-.---.--- Rev. Harvey D. Hoover 
Ph. D.S. T. D. of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa. 


If convenient please bring your own folding chairs. 
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LETTER SENT TO ALL CITIZENS 
= 
Dear Friends of Fort Loudon: 


History is the story of human progress or stagnation 
or of retrogression. We cannot change the past, it is written 
in deed and document, but we can help preserve it for the 
future. All of us who live in this area of the Cumberland 
Valley can point with justifiable pride to our rich historical 
heritage, which has piayed such important roles in the life 
of our Commonwealth and Nation, both in War and Peace. 


For these and many cther reasons, we pause to cele- 
brate 150 years of honored history. In order that the oc- 
casion should be one long tc be remembered and in order 
that reminiscences can be exchanged, we are inviting all 
present and one-time living residents of Fort Loudon to be 
present at this Celebration —-August 20-23, 1953. 


The aims of the Fort Loudon Sesqui-Centennial Ob- 
servation are: 


1. To bring to focus the historic events of the past 150 
years, by means of picture and parade. 


2. To view or review historic places in our community. 


3. To note the passing scene in our present commun- 
ity life. 


4. To reminisce and fellowship with friends. 


Unfortunately, we do not have a “Tom Brenneman 
Show,” as did Waynesboro, nor a “Betty Crocker Attrac- 
tion’’, as McConnellsburg has, to simplify our financial prob 
lem. Consequently, we of the Fort Loudon Community 
must depend almost entirely on generosity of our Citizens 
and all interested folks near and far, for much needed 
financial support. 


We ask all patriotic citizens of this area, as well as 
former residents, who are interested in the success of the 
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Sesqui-Centennial, to make a contribution. With your 
good help, the Sesqui-Centennial celebration can be one 
of the most fitting and memorable events in the history of 
Fort Loudon. ‘ 


Please remember that any gift you. desire to make 
will be most acceptable and greatly appreciated. The 
handy form below is for your convenience. 


Hoping that you are interested, we again say ‘Come, 
Visit Our Village” and participate in our Celebration, on 


August 20-23, 1953. Sincerely yours, 
Fred L. Gish, President. 


To Helen Pensinger, Treasurer 
Fort Loudon Sesqui-Centennial Comm., Inc. 
Fort Loudon, Pennsylvania 


Please find enclosed 232...) 2610 ee as my 


contribution toward the Fort Loudon Sesqui-Centennial to 


be observed August 20-23, 1953 
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Historical Address 


— Delivered by 
Rev. James M. Mullan 


The history of Loudon begins in the dim, distant past, so far 
distant and so dim that it is very difficult to secure much knowil- 
eve that can be entirely relied upon. 

This community was doubtless among the earliest of this 
-ection of the country to be settled. The original portion of the 
town is situated upon iand that belonged to the farm immedi- 
ately adjoining it on the south side, at present the possession of 
Mr. Daniel Baer, and previously owned for many years by Mr. 
John Smith. The patent for i tract of iand that by Ree of 
a warrant bearing date the first dav of March, 1737, “was 
surveyed and laid out on the sixth day of May in the year + 1738, 
unto Wm. Wilscn of the county of Lancoster.” (At that time 
this section of country was in Lancaster County, end in Hope- 

‘ell Township; Peter’s Township was not organized until about 
'750, and Franklin County not until 1734.) The cezticn of 
ihe town along the turnpike west of the “square” is located up- 

on land that was part of a tract patented to Mesech James un- 
don date of September 30, 1748. The iand upon which the Fert 
was afterwards built was settied by Matthew Patton, greai 
vrand-father of the late Elias Patton, and was heid by him by 
virtue of a warrant from the Commonw ealth dated April 18, 
1744. The eariest settlement of the town ship is generally ac- 
credited to Wiilliam McDowell, near Gridgeport, variously plac- 
ed at from 1730 to 1737. it will thus be seen that the settle- 
ment of this community must be placed amongst the earliest of 
ihe township. 

The early settiers yenerzily were Scotcn-Irish, a brave and 
hardy race of peopie, well quaiitied by generations of persecu- 
tions and hardships to meet the dangers and endure the trials 
cof pioneer settlement, who laid well the foundations upon which 
otiiers have since built. 

The troubles of the settlers of this valiey began about 1754 
\..ta the breaking out of the war in America between England 
ind France, known as the French and Indian War. It does not 

ippear that they suffered from French hostilities. It was the 
Ladiars who disturbed the trangulility of the seitiements and 
they produced a reign of terror, in which the “Conococheague 
settlement,” as this section was then calied, shared. In Sep- 
tember, 1754, an Indian trader, Joseph Campbell, was killed 
by an Indian of the Six Nations, at the house of one Anthony 
Thompson, at the foot of the Tuscarora Valley, near Parnell’s 
Knob. In June, 1775, James Smith, of Peter’s Township, was 
Wavlaid by the Indians, his companion shot, and he himself 
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taken captive. A little later in the same year the Indians set 
fire to the houses of Matthew Patton and Mesech James, and 
carried off two women of the township as captives. About the 
same time news was received in this settlement of Indian incur- 
sicns into the Great Cove, and that of ninety-three families in 
the two coves and regions thereabcu's, forty-seven were either 
kilied or taken, and the rest deserted. everal :neursions dur- 
ing this year are noted in the neighborhood of MeDoweti’s Mill 
(Bridgeport), the Indians barbarousiy murdering some of the 
inhabitants, carrying off others, and co-amt: ng other dc oreda- 
tions. April 4th of this year McCord’s Port near Parnell’s 
Knob (Keefer’s Postoffice) was burned by the Indians and 27 
persons were kilied or captured. Fiom :ecters written at the 
time it appears that great fear and consternation prevailed ali 
along the frontier settlements and numerous petitions were sent 
to the Governor for protection. To meet this condition of things 
a battalion of provincial troops, numbering seven-hund:e{, was 
sent into the Cumberland Valley under Col. John Armstrong of 
Carlisle, and many private forts and b:iock houses were built or 
constructed out of dwelling houses. 

Such a fort was McDowell’s where Pridgeport now stands, 
built about 1754. It was asa result of the Indian hostilities of 
this time that Fort Loudon was built by order of the provincial 
government, as a part of an official] plan for the defense of the 
frontier settlements. It was built in the fall of 1756, on ground 
chen o:vned as already said, by Matthew Patton, now the prop- 
erty of Mr. John Hoerner. The property is commonty known as 
the “Patton farm,” situated on the east side of the Conoco- 
cheague Creek about a mile and a half south of the town. The 
Fort covered about an acre of ground, part of which is now in- 
cluded in the farm yard, was built of logs upon a stone founda- 
tion, and contained barracks and store houses, surrounded by 
a stockade. Both logs and stones supposed to have been taken 
from the ruins thereof may yet be seen in the foundation and 
chimney walls of a buiiding on the farm, if indeed this struc: 
ture is not the “‘new house” referred to as having been built by 
Matthew Patton before the Indians destroyed his old one, ap- 
praised by Col. Armstrong and used for officers barracks. When 
the fort was built Col. Armstrong asked for authority to name 
it “Pomfret Castle,” but it appears that there then existed a 
fort bearing this name, and he was instructed to call it Fort 
Loudoun, (spelled Loudoun) doubtless after Lord Loudoun, 
who had arrived in America the 23rd of July, preceding, (1756) 
as General and Coic¢mander-in-Chief of all the English forces 
in North America. 

It would seem to have been the first intention to locate this 
fort at Barr’s, near McDowell’s Mill, but Col. Armstrong says 
he “could not find in it a proper situation for a fort, the soil be- 
ing too strong to admit the ditch, and the spot itself overlooked 
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by an adjoining hill.” December 22, Mr. Stevens says: ‘‘The 
public stores are safely removed from McDowell’s Mi‘l to Fort 
Loudoun; the barracks for the soldiers are built and some pro- 
ficiency made in the stockade, the finishing of which doubtiess 
will be retarded by the inclemency ef the weather. Yesterday 
the escort of 100 men returied from Lyttleton who ieft the cat- 
tle, ete., safe there, and today will begin to dig a cellar in the 
new fort. The logs and roof of a house nearby having there 
been erected by Patton before the Indians burned his old one; 
we shall first appraise this house and take the benefit of it for 
officers barracks, or a store-house for provisions. —(Aupp’s 
History.) 

As to the construction of the fort nothing more definite 
than this is known. A brief description of Fort Lowther, at 
Carlisle will give a fair idea of the manner in which the early 
frontier forts were nearly all constucted: ‘‘Around the area to 
he embraced with the fort, a ditch was dug to the depth of a- 
bout four feet. In this oak iogs or logs of some other kind of 
iimber not easily set on fire or cut through, and about 17 to 18 
feet long, pointed at the top, were placed in an upright position, 
{wa sides of the logs were hewn flat, and the sides were brought 
‘together and fastened securely near the top, by horizontal piec- 
cs Of timber spiked or pinned upon their inner sides, so as to 
make the whole stockade firm and stauncn. The ditch having 
been filled up again, platforms were constructed all around the 
inner sides of the enclosure some four or five feet from the 
eround, and upon these the defende:s stood, and fired through 
loopholes left near the top of the stockade, upon those who 
were Investing or attacking the fort. A few gates were lefi 
in tne stockade for ingress and egress, and they were made as 
strong and secure and as capable of defense as the means of 
those within wouid enable them to make them.’ —(Rupp’s 
History. ) 

This Fort was garrisoned by British as well as provincial 
troops until the close of the war, and afterwards at least until 
'765. It is considered to have been a very important post, and 
withcut doubt was the strongest in the county. In 1757 when 
it was decided officially that only four forts on this side of the 
Susquehanna should remain, Fort Loudoun was selected as one 
of the four, and two companies of Coionel Armstrong’s batta!- 
ion were garrisoned there to be engaged in patrolling between 
these forts. ‘Fort Loudoun was an important post on the fron- 
tier at the period when the red men held almost undisputed 
«way in the now far-famed Cumberland and Shenandoah Va]- 
leys— Its location on the great commercial highway to the west 
gave it pre-eminence in the catalogue of the early frontier 
defenses, rendering it worthy to receive state mark as suggest- 
ed by Act of Assembly— Its importance as a military, trading 
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and rendezvousing post cannot be over-estimated.’’ —Frontier 
Forts. 

After peace was deciared in 1763, hostilities were again 
commenced by the Indians and the frontiers of Pennsylvania 
were over-run by scalping parties. The inhabitants of our val- 


ley shared in these horrors. It was during this time that the 
School-master, Enoch Bown, and his .en piupos (eight bovs and 
two girls) were massacred three mies wert of Greencastle, 


which the historian Parkraan is quoted as pronouncing ~ n out- 
rage unmatched in fiend-like atrocity through all the an-als of 
the war.” In a letter from Col. Armstrong to Gov. Penn, dated 
June, 1764, he tells of an Indian attack about four miles from 
Fort Loudoun, in which thirteen persons were killed and sev- 
era! houses burned to the ground. 

It was decided by the citizens of this community *o make 
a stand against the Indians. Money was raised to pay a com- 
pany of riflemen for a time. A committee was organ: ed by 
the subscribers to manage the business. A certain James Smith 
ot Peter’s Township was made Captain with power to “bhoose 
his own subaiterns. He chose two young men who hat Jong 
been in captivity with the Indians, as he himsclf had been. He 
says: “As we enlisted our men, we addressed them uniformly 
in Indian manner with breech-clouts, leggins, moccasins, and 
green shrouds, which we wore in the same manner that the 
Indians do, and nearly as the Highlanders wear their plaids. 
In place of hats we wore red handkerchiefs, and painted our 
faces red and black like Indian warriors. I taught them Indian 
discipline as I knew of no other at that time, which would an- 
swer the purpose much better than the British. We succeeded 
beyond expectation in defending the frontiers, and were ex- 
tolled by our emplovees.”’ 

Smith played an important part in the exciting affairs of 
those early times. In 1755 he accompanied a body of men sent 
cut of the province of Pennsylvania to cut a wagon road from 
Fort Loudoun to join Braddock’s road. When, near the Alle- 
gheny mountains, he was sent back with a companion to hurry 
up the provision wagons, he was way-laid by the Indians, his 
partner shot, and he himself taken captive and carried to Fort 
Duquesne. He was exchanged with other prisoners and re- 
turned home in 1760. He afterwards published an account of 
his experiences, references to which in this sketch are from 
“Border Life.’”’ See also Archibald Loudon’s “Narratives.” 

An incident is related by Smith that shows the spirit of the 
times in the vicinity of Fort Loudoun. He says: “The King’s 
proclamation was then circulating and set up in various public 
places, prohibiting any person from trading with the Indians 
until further orders. Notwithstanding all this, about the Ist 
of March, 1765, a number of wagons loaded with Indian goods, 
and warlike stores, were sent from Philadelphia to Henry Pol- 
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‘ons, Conococheague, and from thence seventy pack horses were 
icnded with these goods to carry them to Fort Pitt.” He tells of 
. fruitless effort made by Mr. Wm. Duffield with fifty armed 
men who met the pack horses at the place where Mercersburg 
now stands, to have them store up tlteir goods and not proceed 
until further orders. ‘‘When I beheld this” said Smith, “and 
found that Mr. DuMelid would not compel them to store up their 
voods, I collected ten of my old warriors, that I had formerly 
‘isciplined in the Indian way, went off privately after night 
and encamped in the woods. The next day, as usual, we black- 
ed and painted, and way-laid them at Sideling Hill. I scattered 
‘nv men about forty rods along the side of the road, and ordered 
every two to take a tree, and eight or ten rods between each 
couple, with orders to keep a reserve fire, and not to fire until! 
his comrade had loaded his gun— by this means we kept up a 
constant, slow fire upon them, from front to rear— When they 
saw their pack horses falling close by them, they called out: 
‘Pray, gentlemen, what would you have us to do?’ The reply 
was: ‘Collect ali your loads to the front and unload them in one 
vlace; take your private property and immediately retire!’ 
\Vhen they were gone we burnt what was left, which consisted 
of blankets, shirts, vermillion, lead, beads, wampum, toma- 
hawks, scalping knives, etc.”’ 

He further relates that the traders went back to Fort 
l.oudoun and applied to the commanding officer, Captain Grant, 
who sent a party of Highland soldiers in quest of the robbers, 
‘as they called us,” says Smith. They took a number of persons 
prisoners “who were chiefly not any way concerned in this ac- 
tion,’ and confined them in the guardhouse at Fort Loudoun. 
Thereupon Smith raised three hundred riflemen, marched to 
Fort Loudoun and encamped on a hill in sight of the Fort, and 
in a short time succeeded in capturing a number of the British 
troops and in exchange for them secured the release of the citi- 
zens held in the guardhouse. With reference to this affair a ~ 
song was composed by George Campbell, “‘an Irish gentleman 
educated at Dublin,’ and frequently sung to the tune of 
“Black Joke.” 

After this Captain Grant retained a number of rifles which 
the Highlanders had taken from the country folk. Smith says: 
‘“As he was riding out one day, we took him prisoner, and de- 
tained him until he delivered up the arms.”’ Captain Grant 
complained of this insult to Col. Armstrong who in a letter 
dated Carlisle, June lst, 1765, relates the incident. Colonel 
4 Armstrong writes: “He, (i.e Grant), says on the 28th ult. (May) 
he was taking the air on horseback; and about half a mile from 
his post, was surrounded by five of the rioters who presented 
their pieces at him. One of them fired at him, frightened his 
horse, that he ran into the bushes and occasioned his’ being 
thrown upon the ground. They then disarmed him, carried 
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him fifteen miles into the woods, and threatened to tie him to ai 
tree and let him perish, if he would not give them up their] 
arms.” He promised to deliver up the rifles within five weeks, 
being required to give security under penalty of forty pounds. 


From official letters, copies of which are found in the var- 
ious histories that have been written concerning those tiles, itd 
appears that such incidents of conflict between the citizens and} 
military authorities, and of summary dealing with the Indian! 
dinderth were not uncommon. Smith himself says: “The King’s! 
troops, and our party, had now got entirely out of the civil law,] 
and many unjustifiable things were done by both parties.”’ 


The Governor issued, January 15, 1766, a writ to appre-} | 
hend Smith as ringleader of the riots. Sometime afterwards onj 
his way west, near Bedford, with a small party of friends, anj 
attempt was made to arrest him without warrant, and one of his; 
companions was killed, for which Smith was heid. He was con- 
fined in prison at Carlisle for four months, and was then acquit 
ted. The next year he was elected as a member of a Board of, 
Commissioners in Bedford County, and afterwards served on aj 
similar Board for three years in Westmoreland County, and oc- 
cupied other positions of honor and trust in the same County! 
He rendered valiant service in the War of Independence, andy 
in 1778 received a Colonei’s commission. 

As a trading post Loudcun was a great point of departure 
for pack-horvse trains for the West before wagon roads had bee 
built across the mountains. 

After Braddock’s disastrous defeat near Fort Duquesne, 
now Pittsburgh, a large part of his disheartened troops return4 
ed by this way. In 1755 a road was built from this point west- 
ward by order of the Frovincial government for the purpose of 
forwarding supplies to Braddock’s army, but upon word of his 
defeat, work was stopped at Raystown, now Bedford. Generak 
Forbes and Colonel Bouguet used this road in their successful 
expedition against Fort Duquesne in 1758. This road is com; 
monly spoken of as “Braddock’s Road,” but should not be con 
fused with the road over which Braddock marched on his wests 
ern expedition. Jt was buiit from ten to thirty feet in width 
the track if it can yet be traced to Cowen’s Gap, and a portion 
of it is now used as the public road between Loudon and Rich 
mond Furnace. There is a passage through a section of wood 
land east of the town, on the Divilbiss property; that has beer 
peinted out by older citizens as a part of this old road. 

The town of Loudon is referred to in the records of event 
there-abouts as early as 1756, the year of the building and nam 
ing of the Fort. It is spoken of as Loudon-town. The prese 
town was founded by Mr. Johnston Elliott, who owned, ang 
lived upon the farm already referred to, now belonging to Mf 
Daniel Baer, adjoining the town on the south side. As origin 
ally laid out it included all of the town proper as it is todaj 
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with the exception of the western section, lying along the turn- 
ike. It consisted of one street, named Main Street, and some- 
rimes referred to in the records of deeds as Market Street, fifty 
reet wide, with lots on either side, 50 by 200 feet. These lots 
were sold by Mr, Elliott for the sum of $20 each, subject to a 
vearly ground rent of $1.00. 


The following is a list of the original purchasers of the lots, 
obtained from the County records, mentioned in the order in 
which they occur therein: 


James McMullan, Patrick Henry, Samuel Frery, James 
Adair, et. al., Thomas Scott, John Moore, Gasper Taylor, Thom- 
as Williams, Chas. Kilgore, Chas. McGee, Hugh Merriaton, Alex 
Work, Jacob Piper, Philip Garret, James Clayton, Frederick 
Shearer, John Witter, Daniel Markiey, John Parkhill, Daniel 
Detzier, Joab Hodgkins, John King, Conrad Piper, Geo. K. 
Harper, John Endsminger, Philip Meng, Leonard Gass. 

The records show that these lots were sold between the 
dates January 1, 1804, when the ground upon which the hotel 
now stands was conveyed to Philip Meng, and rebtuary 1, 16i9. 
There is no doubt that many of the houses now standing were 
huilt when the town was laid out, and a few it is thought were 
in existance at that time. It is currently believed that the old- 
est building at the present time is the rear portion of the dwell- 
ing house owned by Mr. Tnomas Ford. 


The land upon which the section of the town along the 
turnpike west of the “‘square”’ is built, belonged at the time of 
the founding of the town to General James Chambers. The | 
following is a copy of an advertisement that appeared in the 
l*-ranklin Repository, of Chambersburg, March 19, 1805: 


NEW TOWN 


Lots are to be sold in the town of Loudon, on the ele- 
vated and beautiful situation, at the place known by the 
name of Loudon Forge, in Franklin County, State of Penn- 
sylvania. No place in the State, I believe, is more healthy. 
The prospect is delightful, having a full view of the re- 
markable and well-known Parnold’s Nob on the east, with 
a pleasing landscape afforded by tne charming rising hills 
on the west of the town, from which a stream of running 
water, with a small expense, can be conveyed to each 
house. It is laid out on the great road to Pittsburg, by 
way of McConnellsburg from Philadelphia and Baltimore, 
12 miles west of Chambersburg. The great road leading 
from Winchester, in Virginia; Williamsport and Hagers- 
town in Maryland, through Green Castle and Mercersburg 
into the Genesee Country; and to Northumberland, Mifflin, 
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Huntingdon, and Meadville near the Lakes, will pass this 
way. Lots may be had by applying to 
James Chambers 


Loudon Forge, March 18th, 1805. 

The history of the town since its founding is chiefly an 
unwritten history. The two most important institutions of 
the town from the earliest times, are the church and the 
public school. Before the adoption of the free school sys- 
tel in 1854, a subscription school was maintained in a log 
school building, the erection of which ante-dates the mem- 
ory of the oldest inhabitans of the town now living. As 
described by those who remember it, it corresponded to the 
well-known “cabin school,’ with “puncheon floor, slab 
benches and open-throated chimney” of early times. 

In 1819-20 the first Church was erected. This was 
the old brick Church that stood upon ground now included 
in the Reformed Church graveyard. The following was 
copied from a reprint of a notice that appeared in a Cham- 
bersburg paper bearing date of May S$, 1820: 


CONSECRATION. 

The German and English Presbyterian 
Meeting House, in Loudon Town, Franklin coun- 
tv, will be consecrated on Sunday the 21st in- 
stant; to which solemnity the public are cordial- 
lv invited. Divine services will be performed in 
both languages, and the trustees expect a band of 
music wiil attend on the occasion. 

John Dickey, 
Thomas Scott, 
John Beaver, 
Nicholas Baker, 


George Werner, 
May 2.1820. Trustees L. T. M. H. 


N. B.—There wil also be preaching on Monday the 22nd. 

This was a union Church built by Presbyterians, Luth- 
erans, and Renrmicden The first pastor of the “Meeting 
House’ was the Rev. John Jewett, of Baltimore. He was 
succeeded by the Rev. Robert Kennedy from Welsh Run, 
of whom it is said that he served for many years without 
salary. The Reformed Congregation was organized about 
the time when this building was erected (1819), though 
prior to this services were held in Stenger’s School House. 
in 1820 there were seventeen names on the Reformed 
Church record among which were John Long, Magdalena 
Long, Philip Tritle, Elizabeth Tritle, Peter Stenger, and 
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Conrad Stenger. The arrangement of union services of the 
three congregations referred to continued until about 1842. 
After this time the Church property was used exclusively 
by the Reformed Congregation, the Presbyterians becom- 
ing absorbed and the Lutherans khuilding a house of wor- 
ship for themselves where their Church is at present lo- 
cated, on land of Mr. John Beaver, which, with the grave- 
yard, he deeded ic the congiegation in 1849. Tine Luth- 
eran congregation, according to an old Record Book con- 
taining the proceedings of the Church Council that we have 
examined, was organized Mey 7, 1843, wiih thirty-three 
members whose names are appended to the “Plan of Or- 
ganization,” a copy of which is recorded in the book re- 
ferred to. There is, however, knowledge that ante-dates 
this, and places the organization about 183%, with the foi- 
lowing charter members: John Beaver and wife, Cath- 
erine Allinder, Elizabeth Brahm, Samuel McGrath, reter 
“pencer, Catherine Spencet, James hicCuen and wite, 
sam’] Wright. Lutheran services weie held, we have been 
told, before the Union Chureh was bunce. The Methodist 
Church dates its organization from 1820, at wmcen time 
the old Church buiiding now in ruins in the western sec- 
tion of the town, was erected, the iand having been pur- 
chased from Mr. John Mullan, grand-tather ot the present 
owner of the property, and also of the speaker. Some of 
the early members of this congregation were the Mileses, 
Hendersons, Statlers, Burkholders, and Duttields. The 
United Brethren Congregation which has some time since 
been disbanded, began as an organ:zation in 1855 and con- 
sisted of John Hal iler and wilte, Benjamin tioover and wife, 
and John Lemaster and wife. However, as in thie case Of 
the other Churches, preaching services had veen held in 
the town for some years befere the organisation of the con- 
eregation. (History f franklin County.) 

Witn reyzard to tne inal Striai Spneie, there was a time 
when Loudon occupied a prominent place and co ntribited 
directly to the commercial progress of the country. About 
1794, General James Chambers built a forge tnere, and a 
furnace was in operation within the same period. — [ron 
raanufacturies were located also at “Valley Forge,’ at 
‘‘Nor’ East and at Mt. Pieasant. Besides these industries 
there were woolen milis, wagon-maker shops, blacksmith 
shops, whip shops, and saddler shops. Loudon wagons, 
Loudon whips and Loudon gears had a reputation of being 
the best on the market and were in demand from far and 
near. In addition to all this an immense amount of travel 
over the turnpike added greatly to the thrift of the oid 
town, and made it a place of unsurpassed prosperity. An 
account kept at the turnpike leading from Loudon to Mc- 
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Connellsburg for the years 1830 and 1834, will give an 
idea of the amount of travel that passed through Loudon 
in those days. (Rupp’s History.) 


Ss 1830 1834 
Broad Wheeled Wagons __............_.- 6641 6359 
Narrow Wheeled Wagons ___._........ 495 374 
Single Horse Wagons _..........---.-. 761 1243 
Carriages eat i contain phot 138 107 
Two norse wagons 26. 1 Lew i tie 318 779 
SED TTT i Seite Lo ia tai shih ty Mid cove 5. J 18 00 
Rigi Horses 7 See 2 ewes 3116 2817 
EIT RAG PPR BOR a ccc te 39824 42330 
FUSS OC COMIC ei ee tc ee 5834 6457 
et FEST Oncaea eAEb aca Dvir ilpte cobids Banned | 2180 2852 
RR a ee en nee ees eee 1180 40 
Os er, ee ee ee 18 00 


Indeed, it has been said that during this era of pros- 
perity “‘money flowed into the town like water,” that “‘for- 
tunes’? were made and spent with “purpose prodigality.” 
But Loudon’s industrial career was short-lived. The build- 
ing of canals and railroads elsewhere turned the tide of 
travel and commerce and brought about complete ruin to 
Loudon’s industries, as well as to the industries of many 
other places similarly located. Within the memory of most 
of the present citizens of the town there has been little or 
no progress. In a historical sketch that was published in 
the Vailey Spirit, written from Loudon August 25, 1876, 
‘““By a Citizen,” the writer deplored the lack of enterprise 
in the town, but said that notwithstanding this deplorable 
condition the people were making comfortable livings, 
and were looking happily forward to “the good time com- 
ing.”’ That was twenty-eight years since, and the good 
time coming has not yet come. But what was true then 
has ever since been true that the people are making com- 
fortable livings, such as few other places that have taken 
a large part in the industrial development of our country 
can boast of, and are looking happily forward. I wish, in 
this connection ,to quote a paragraph from that sketch, 
which says: “The old town, notwithstanding these evi- 
dences of decay, is not without its sterling attractions. 
Beautifully situated as it is, with its mountain backgrounds 
on three sides, and looking out southward on a_ lovely 
stretch of farmland, unsurpassed for high culture and ele- 
gant enjoyment, its mountain scenery, its ravishing out- 
looks from the surrounding knobs, its pure healthful air, 
and above all its sparkling mountain water carried a dis- 
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tance of two miles in iron pipes, clear and limpid as it gush- 
ed from the mountain side, so trunked and concealed that 
it never sees daylight until tapped at the stocks in the town, 
through all of which it passes, and off in a constant stream 
from below, these and a hundred*other endearments go to 
make up a pleasant habitation and home for a community 
of more than medium intelligence, and of social qualities 
of highly enjoyable character.” 


A community of which such words can be said truth- 
fuily, surely has little reason to complain that it witnesses 
few of the incidents and takes part in few of the events 
that belong to the material development of the country. 
Moreover, it may be said, that if for many years this com- 
munity has not been making history, it has been doing bet- 
ter than this,-- it has been making the makers of history. 
I venture the assertion, at the risk of being charged with 
egotism, that few towns have greater reason to be proud 
of the men and women whom they have given to the worid, 
und whom they have sent out to do the world’s work, than 
has the town that we delight to honor. Both on the field 
of battle and in the pursuits of peace, in her contributions 
of men she has made a record, for which none need ever 
feel aught but pride when we remember that she gave an 
Easton to die, and a Tom Scott to live, for the welfare of 
mankind; not to mention many others who have proved 
equally faithful in life and in death, whom she bore, and 
reared and educated and sent forth to service. 

The word with which I should like to conclude this 
sketch upon this commerative occasion is that of apprecia- 
tion. It has been said that there is no success without suf- 
rering: if we succeed without suffering, it is because others 
have suffered before us; if we suifer without succeeding, 
it is in order that others may succeed after us. How hard 
it must have been for our fathers to witness, without the 
nower to stay, the passing of their prosperity! The boys 
are succeeding at Pittsburg and elsewhere today, but their 
success was purchased at the price of their fathers’ failure 
at Loudon yesterday. Our country is rich and prosperous, 
but the fathers paid dear for it with their lives. It was 
theirs to suffer: it is ours to succeed. It may be ours also 
to appreciate. Nobler can no man be than he who lays 
cown his life for another, but scarcely less noble is he who 
fully appreciates such a sacrifice. May it be with us, like 
fathers like sons. May this commemoration be a genuine 
tribute of appreciation that we pay to the memory ofa 
noble ancestry, who counted not their lives dear unto them- 
celves, and may we prove the genuineness of our tribute, 
hy lives as unselfish as theirs, in the discharge of our duties 
to our day and generation. 
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1953 View of Main Street, Ft. Loudon 





1904 View of Main Street, Ft. Loudon 
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FORT LOUDON FACTS 
by Harry E. Foreman 


Note. This brief resume of early settlers has been 
taken from “Fort Loudon Sidelights” a contemplated book 
on local history by the writer. 

Many early families which particpited in the early 
indian outrages, the Black Boys Affair of 1765, and other 
stirring incidents were: Barr, James, Wilson, Owen, Perry, 
Brown, Armstrong, Patton, Welch, Harris, Coxe, Jordon, 
Carrol, Taylor, Scott, Donelson and others. 

A local family of Ft. Loudon is the Barr family since 
many of the stirring events of the Ft. Loudon Drama oc- 
curred at the Barr place. Here occurred the Indian fights 
of 1755, the fight of March 1, 1756 (The Indians threw 
their dead into the house and burned it). Here also, Sear]. 
McGlashen’s men wounded James Brown, May 6, 1765. 
The Thomas Barr, or Widow Barr place, is the Mellott 
farm as viewed up Walker’s Run from the new bridge. 

The William Wilson warrant of 1737 is important 
since most of the older part of the town is on part of this 
land. Major James Wilson and wife Isabelle Barr, also sev- 
eral of Thomas Barr’s sons who were slain by the Indians 
are buried near Barr’s Fort in Westmoreland County. 

The Mesech James warrant bears the date 1748. Part 
of present Ft. Loudon goes back to this warrant. This 
Jand passed to General James Chambers and later to H. 
Easton. The James buildings were destroyed November 
1, 1755 and Isaac and William James were carried off by 
the Indians. 

The Harris family played an important role in Ft. 
Loudon History but with the exception of the Searj. Mc- 
Glashen, Black Boys Affair of May 6, 1765 little has ever 
been written concerning this deserving family. Smith’s 
Black Boys flogged the drivers and killed some of the 
horses of Spear’s Pack Train here. Searj. McGlashen 
forced Rowland Harris Sr., to guide the soldiers to the 
Widow Barr’s where the much over capitalized first firing 
on the King’s troop occurred. Samuel Harris applied for 
land in 1734 and the Warrant was secured in 1737. (This 
is the earliest application discovered by the writer). Four 
Harris names are found on the 1751 tax list. Rowland 
Harris owned all the land from the Mesech James line to 
beyond the mouth of Township Run. The Harris Grist Mill 
was one of the earliest on the Conococheague. The Har- 
ris Tannery survived for many years. The McKee and 
Wertime places were early Harris sites. 

Samuel Perry and a boy were killed by the Indians 
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November 8, 1756. One report says Perry lived in the 
mouth of Path Valley. This report is probably correct be- 
cause there was some Perry land above the Rowland Har- 
ris warrant. John Perry was with James Smith, Samuel 
Owens and two others, November 16, 1765, when Smith 
seized Maj. Grant. A Cumberland County land entry of 
1765 lists a William Perry at the Forks of the Road from 
Ft. Loudon to Bedford. Annas Perry, widow of Samuel 
Perry, and sons sold out in 1778. 


The James Brown who was wounded by Searj. Mc- 
Glashen at the Widow Barr’s May 6, 1765 was evidently 
the same James Brown of the noted Brown family which 
lived near Cowan’s Gap near the present Stumpy Run road. 
Allen Brown ran the inn and trading post after Anthony 
Thompson. 


John Welch was one of tne four bondsmen of William 
McDowell III, who was given custody of the guns which 
were seized from James Smith’s Black Boys by Searj. Mc- 
Glashen and held by Maj. Grant. John Welch owned earl- 
ier Maxwell land of 1748, and some Clark land of 1753. 
This land stretched from the Conococheague to Parnell’s 
Knob. Welch’s Dam is mentioned and the Shearer Ore 
Bank was formerly Welch land. 


Samuel Owens, a companion of James Smith in 1765, 
was a member of the Owens family which secured war- 
rants in 1738. The early Owens land was near Clay Lick 
and in the Little Cove. Mary Owens was the wife of Me- 
sech James. 


Ft. Loudon was built on the Matthew Patton warrant 
of 1744. Patton’s buildings were burned by the Indians, 
November 1, 1755. The widow Jordan and a Clark girl 
were captured Sunday morning November 2, 1755. The 
Jordan home was at the spring at the Burkholder place on 
the slope of Jordan’s Knob. The Widow Coxe’s house was 
burned Teo. 11, 1756 and John and Richard Coxe were 
carried off by the Indians. The Coxe land was below the 
Widow Jordan on the Conococheague. Broad Run flowed 
through some of the Coxe land. 

Hugh Carrol] (Kerrei) was killed by the Indians Nov. 
8, 1756. The Carrol land was on the creek and was later 
Peter Stenger land. The Taylor family figured in the 
James Smith Affair. They lived on the creek below Wil- 
son’s near Fort Loudon Site. The Donelson’s, who lived on 
and near Broad Run, were in the early affairs as were the 
McConnells, who lived on the creek below the bridge. The 
Armstrong, who saved young Barr’s life from the scalping 
knife, also lived on the Conococheague near Patton’s as 
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did Peter Rhoademil. Martha Rhoderimer was the first 
wife of Conrad Stenger. 

The Scott family is one of the oldest in Peter’s town- 
ship. The Widow Scott is listed in 1751. John Scott, who 
served under Capt. Hugh Mercer, was missing at Kittan- 
ning in August 1756. Archibald Scott was in the James 
Smith Affair. Of course everyone knows of Thomas Scott 
and his son Col. Thomas A. Scott who was Assistant Sec., 
of War under Lincoln and who was President of the Penn- 
svlvania Railway System. 

The writer regrets that space permits such a meager 
account of the families mentioned and wishes to convey 
his best wishes to the descendants of the equally deserving 
families not mentioned such as: Potts, Beaver, Easton, 
Stenger, Mullin, McKelvy, Dickey, McDowell, Harding, 
Wright, Freley, Kinkade, Smith, Snyder, Pimm, Cowan, 
Shearer, McCullough and many others. 


We are publishing Mr. Neil H. Swanson’s speech for 
two reasons, —(1) So Pennsyivanians may know that the 
investigations of this eminent historian reveal that Penn- 
sylvania has two more Revolutionary War firsts. First that 
many of us may not have learned about heretofore. They 
are:— (a) The first American blood in the Revolutionary 
War was shed in Pennsylvania. (b) The first two British 
forts were captured here. 

(2) So Americans may learn what magnificent, spir- 
itual, social and financial success our system of personal 
freedom and private enterprise made it possible for one 
penniless father and his son to achieve. 

We all, and the rest of the world as well, need to real- 
ize more fully the myriad benefits conferred by our sys- 
tem of private enterprise and personal freedom. The 
greater and quicker this realization, the sooner universal 
peace and freedom will be freed from peril. 


Very respectfully, 
President. 
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In Pennsylvania was Spilled The First American Blood 
In Pennsylavnita were captured the first Two British Forts 


In The American Revolution! 


an address by 
NEIL H. SWANSON 


Novelist, Historian, and Executive Editor and Vice Pres. 
of the Baltimore Sun, to 
The Society of The War of 1812 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 


February 16, 1952 
Union League, Philadelphia, Pa. 


I am glad to be here, I am, in fact, proud to be here 
to address you on this occasion. And there is a particular 
and very personal reason for my sense of pride and pleas- 
ure. I am a first generation American. I am the son of 
an immigrant. I am the son, if you piease, of an Euro- 
pean peasant. 

My father was born in the little fishing town of Mar- 
strand, on the coast of Sweden. The family was very poor. 
There was one winter, at least, when he and his brothers, 
his sister and his parents lived in the stable with the cows 
to share the warmth, because there was no money to buy 
fuel. When he was eleven years old, he left home to come 
to America aione. He wore his mother’s shoes because he 
had never had any shoes of his own. He made his way 
ucrcoss the Mississippi in the days just after the Civil War, 
and became a bound-boy in Missouri, when Missouri was 
still truly a frontier. 

That may surprise you. But it is a fact. We are much 
cioser to the past than many of us realize. Within the 
memory of living men, immigrants were still bound out for 
, ears of labor as indentured servants to repay their pass- 
age money to this New World, to the land of opportunity, 
the land of justice and equality, just as they were in the 
days before the Revolution. 

So, you see, when I write about indentured lives in 
“The Judas Tree,” and in ‘“‘Unconquered,”’ and in “The 
Silent Drum,” I am not writing about something far away 
and long ago, impersonal and unreal, I am writing about 
something very near, and real! and personal. 

My father worked ten years to buy his freedom, 
worked five more to earn a team of horses, and then work- 
ed ten more years in the Minnesota logging country to earn 
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money with which to buy his own farm, to buy for himself 
a piece of his adopted country. 

He bought raw land, cleared it with his own ax, hack- 
ed and dug the stumps out, broke the sod and _ planted, 
with only the slight help that a boy eight years old could 
give him. This is no Horatio Alger story. It is not a suc- 
cess story, not in terms of money. He died a poor man. 
But he was a proud one. 

I can never forget his fierce pride that he was an 
American, that he had inalienable rights and an inalien- 
able dignity, that he was free, that on election day his bal- 
lot counted just as much as any other man’s. 


To me, his son, America has also been a land of op- 
portunity and promise, of a promise kept beyond full mea- 
sure, pressed down, heaped up, running over. 

It gave me an education, and a good one, without 
cost. It sent me to college, almost without cost, at a great 
land grant university. 

When war came in 1917, it gave me the right to com- 
pete on equal terms for a commission in the Army. I have 
had the honor and the privilege of commanding a com- 
pany of United States infantry in action. 

America has given me the opportunity to write and 
publish eight books, and no man could tell me that I must 
say this or that I must not say something else. 

It has given me the opportunity of becoming the Exec- 
utive Editor and an officer of a great publishing institution 
that is invariably included in any list of the world’s four 
or five outstanding newspapers. 

And it has given me a wife whose family roots go 
deep into the making of America, three hundred vears 
deep into the soil of Maryland and Virginia. 

I know very well that this is not a remarkable story. 
The only thing that is remarkable about it is that it is not 
remarkable at all. It has been repeated hundreds of thou- 
sands of times in this country, but only in this country. 

I owe this country more than I could hope to pay in 
ten times the longest life-time. Now I hope you will under 
stand why I am glad and proud to be here to talk with you 
about the glory of our beginnings as a nation. As an au- 
thor and an editor in trying to interpret the making and 
the meaning of America, I am attempting to make a small 
down payment on the debt I owe. 

Today we are troubled and indignant because some of 
cur allies persist in doing business with our enemies )he- 
hind the Curtain. We are angered by those men of little 
scruple who, for profit, devise ways and means of shipping 
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militarily useful goods into Red China, to be used against 
our own men. 

History has a strange, persistant habit of repeating 
itself. And when we talk about history, we might as well 
be sure that we have got the facts straight. There are 
certain facts about tue beginnings of the Revolutionary 
War that cannot be disputed. 

On March 9th, 1765, the Pennsylvania frontier rose 
jn armed rebellion under the leadership of James Smith 
against a British military government that condoned the 
shipment of knives and hatchets, guns and ammunition to 
the Indians across the Alleghenies. Three hundred strong, 
the frontiersmen laid siege to Fort Loudon and its garrison 
of kilted veterans of the Black Watch Regiment, who a 
few months earlier, had stormed Morro Castle at Havana. 

In the two preceding years, the Cumberland Valley 
had experienced the horrors of barbarian invasion. It had 
seen its homes go up in flames, its children’s brains dashed 
out against the cabin walls, its women stolen. The Pontiac 
Conspiracy had swept the Pennsylvania frontier back from 
the Allegheny River almost to Carlisle. 

Now, the settlers of the Valley were convinced, and 
with good reason, that the British military government was 
allowing favored traders to ship arms and ammunition to 
the savage nations under false permits describing them 
as military stores. 

The “‘Countrymen’’, that is to say, the back country 
farmers, tried to stop the traffic by appeal, and protest, 
and petition. But appeal and protest got them nowhere. . 
Outraged and desperate, they took up arms to put a stop 
to the infamy. 

They risked the hangman’s noose as rebels, not only 
to protect their homes against a potential danger, but also 
to defend a principle of decency and justice. 

The first combat between British troops and American 
colonials in armed rebellion did not take place in Massa- 
chusetts in 1775. It did not take place in North Carolina 
in 1771. The first American blood was not spilled on the 
village green at Lexington, not at Concord Bridge, nor at 
the Alamance in North Carolina. 

The first armed collision between Americans and the 
Pritish regulars took place in Pennsylvania in 1765, ten 
years before Lexington and Concord and six years before 
the Battle of the Alamance. The first American rebel to 
take a British soldier’s bullet in his body was a Pennsyl- 
vanian. His name was James Brown. 

His blood stained the spring grass of a meadow near 
the north end of a region called “‘The Pastures” on the 
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West Branch of the Conococheague Creek in the Cumber- 
land Valley. 

There a platoon of the famous Black Watch Regi- 

ment had taken refuge in Widow Barr’s cabin while a 
swarm of Pennsylvanians in hunting shirts surrounded 
them. Bullets smacked the log walls and knocked out the 
dry mud chinking. The p!atoon surrendered. 
The date was May 6th, 1765, two mcnths after the 
beginning of the Rebeilion in Pennsylvan:a. The first 
bloodshed of American armed resistance to tyranny had 
ended in a small, decisive victory. 

For six more months Jim Smith’s little army of back- 
woodsmen besieged the log stockade at Fort Loudon. On 
November 10th, 1765, the British flag came down. The 
British garrison marched out. The first British fort ever 
taken by Americans was occupied by Pennsylvania farm- 
ers with their shirt tails hanging out. Strange, isn’t it, how 
often the histories are wrong? 

You won’t find the Pennsylvania rebeliion in the his- 
tory books. Instead, they will tell you that Ethan Allen 
was the first American to take a_ British fort when he 
stormed Ticonderoga on May 10th, 1775. He wasn’t first. 
He wasn’t even second. He was third. 

Jim Smith at Fort Loudon was first. Jim Smith was 
also second. 

For four years after the surrender of Fort Loudon the 
rebellion smouldered in the Cumberland. And on Sep- 
tember 12th, in 1769, Jim Smith with eighteen of his Black 
Boys stormed Fort Bedford in a dawn attack. They took 
it without firing a shot, and made prisoners of its whole 
garrison of British regulars of the Royal Irish regiment. 

Jim Smith was not only the leader of the Pennsyl- 
vania rebellion, and he was not only a Colonel of Pennsy]- 
vania Militia in the Revolution. He also volunteered, as 
an old man to fight in the War of 1812. He was living in 
Kentucky then, and he set out to join our army at Detroit. 
Somewhere along the road he heard that a poltroon, who 
had the rank of general, had raised the white flag and sur- 
rendered. There was no army left to join. Heartsick, 
Jim Smith turned home. But it seems to me that that last, 
lonely march of his entitled him to a place of honor in the 
annals of his country and of the Society of the War of 1812. 

Pennsylvania takes great pride in two of its shrines of 
liberty. It cherishes two of the nation’s holiest memorials 
to sacrifice and courage in the establishment and the de- 
fense of an ideal, its Independence Hall, its Valley Forge. 
But it has chosen to neglect and to forget its earliest 
shrine of all! 

Today, Fort Loudon, the first British fort ever taken 
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ly Americans in arms, the scene of America’s first rebel- 
lion against British military government, exists only as a 
small stone marker half buried in the side yard of a farm- 
house on the West Branch of the Conococheague Creek. 
Not even the monument erected in the village of Fort Lou- 
don so much as mentions the long siege of Fort Loudon or 
the storming of Fort Bedford. 


The oldest cradle of American liberty and the one 
that is peculiarly Pennsylvania’s own, has been abandoned 
and forgotten. 

There is a movement, just beginning, to correct that 
paradoxical and shameful situation. It is a movement, a- 
mong a few patriotic people in the Cumberland Valley, to 
restore the stockade of Fort Loudon, to establish it as a 
perpetual memorial to the men who there risked their lives 
for a principle of decency and justice. 

I dare hope the Society of the War of 1812 in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will think it proper to of- 
fer its powerful influence in support of that restoration. 
Jim Smith in heart and deed was really one of your kind 
of people. 

On the foundation of liberty, equality and individual 
dignity, we have created in this country, the most success- 
ful, the most comfortabie, the most luxurious civilization 
the world has ever known. We must not forget, however, 
that Cadillacs and television sets are by-products. 

We dare not forget that the main product is still per- 
sonal liberty, even handed and impartial justice, equality 
of opportunity, and the dignity of the individual. 

We dare not forget that in the very daybreak of their 
national existence, the American people instinctively as- 
serted the ideal that has been and is their genius as a na- 
tion: the will to share their liberty with others. 

Mark those words. Nota passive willingness to share, 
but a will to share— a positive, courageous and unselfish 
will. It is a quality that partakes of God. 

That essence of the American ideal was set down on 
paper on May 24, 1774, when the people of Talbot County 
(Md.) resolved to act ‘‘as friends to liberty and the gen- 
eral interests of mankind.” Mark those words also if you 
will: “the general interests of mankind.” 

If all the world could understand that truth about 
America, peace and freedom would not stand in peril! 

But the world does not know nor comprehend that 
truth. It little realizes the amazing capacity of this Amer- 
ican people to choose with clear, unfrightened eves the 
road of sacrifice and danger in defense of prinicples and 
ideals. To me, that quality in the American people is the 
great intangible of these critical days. To me, it Is more 
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powerful than the atom bomb. And it is more explosive. 
I wonder, sometimes, whether our own statesmen fully 
understand this quality of the American people and cor- 
rectly estimate it. I wonder if our own statesmen realize 
how often the American people, not the government, the 
people, have instinctively chosen the hard, the dangerous 
way! 
We are a new kind of nation. A nation whose people 
possess not merely the desire for liberty themselves, not 
merely the passive willingness to share that liberty with 
others. but the positive, undaunted will to share the price 


such liberty demands. 
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METHODIST CHURCH 


The Fort Loudon Methodist Church dates its organi- 
zation from 1826, at which time the old church building 
now long since in ruins in the western section of the town 
was erected on the land having been purchased from Mr. 
John Mullan. Some of the early members of the congrega- 
tion were the Mileses, Hendersons, Statlers, Burkholders, 
and Duffields. (History of Franklin County). 


The old church was a frame building and was located 
on land now owned by Mr. George Vance, opposite the 
old ‘Upper Schoolhouse” now tenanted by Mrs. Emma 
Murray. 


The present church was built in 1880, and has served 
us since. Due to crowded conditions in the church school 
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the official board voted in October 1942 to have a special 
building fund offering the first Sunday of each quarter. 


In August 1952 the construction of the basement was 
begun, including installation of two oil furnaces and con- 
struction of rest rooms and space for two Sunday school 
classes. After completion of the basement, the sanctuary 
was remodeled. Rededication services held July 19, 1953. 


OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH 


TRUSTEES 
Guy Holienshead Mrs. Alcesta Lininger 
Andrew Bard Miss Helen Lininger 
Boyd Bard Walter Dinsmore 
George Keefer Jacob Zeis Ralph Rosenberry 
STEWARDS 
Mrs. Alcesta Lininger Mrs. Harold Kriner 
Miss Helen Lininger Mrs. Pauline Harrison 
Jacob Zeis Mrs. E. L. Donithen 
Miss Maggie Lininger Mrs. Guy Holienshead 
Sherman St. Clair Miss Ruth Lininger 


Ralph Rosenberry 


Church School Superintendent Financial Secretary 
Ralph Rosenberry Mrs. Guy Holienshead 
Treasurers . Organists 
Penevolence: Jacob Zeis Miss Joan Rosenberry 


Current Expense: Miss H. Lininger. Mrs. Ralph Rosenberry 
Building Fund: Mrs. A. Lininger 
Pianist— Miss Nancy Morris 


PRESIDENT 


Youth Fellowship— Sherman St. Clair 
W.S. C. S.— Mrs. E. L. Donithen 
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MEN OF MARK IN THE LIFE OF FORT LOUDON 


by John G. Palmer, Greencastle, Pa-, Route 2 





In commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the 
laying out of the village of Fort Loudon and of the stirring 
times in the history of that community from the time the 
frontier fort was built in 1752, it is fitting that we review 
the lives of some of the gallant men and women who so 
nobly contributed to the civic life of the locality. 

Teachers, lawyers, farmers, physicians, business men, 
men and women of note, from all walks of life, have come 
from this community. 

I would recall to memory three distinguished lawyers, 
all born in the village of Fort Loudon who achieved great 
success and rose to eminence in their chosen profession: 
W.S. Stenger, George M. Stenger, his brother, and William 
Stenger Hoerner who was the Stenger brother’s nephew. 

Nor must we fail to recall the name of the noted 
young physician, Dr. Will McClintock, who lost his life in 
the over zealous pursuit of medical knowledge, dying as 
a young man, with brain fever induced by overstudy. Also 
the name of Matthew Patton born on the site of the old 
fort and his son, Elias Patton. They were successful busi- 
ness men and sterling citizens. Peter Stenger was another 
Ft. Loudon boy who achieved great success in the business 
world and prominence in the political and social life of his 
community. We recall William S. Mullen who held a cler- 
ical position with the H. C. Frick Steel Corporation for 
many years and rose to prominence in that Corporation. 

fany teachers both men and women of high repute have 
come from Fort Loudon. 

Likewise has Ft. Loudon done her full share on the 
military side. Fort Loudon boys have gone forth to “do 
and die’’ in all the conflicts where the defense of a liberty 
was at stake. They have upheld the nation’s honor and 
carried forward the flag of freedom, in every clime, in 
every war, from the Indian War to the current action of 
the United Nations, when and wherever their services were 
needed. Some of her sons were “‘Black Boys” under James 
Smith at the capture of Fort Loudon and Fort Bedford. 
On many a bloody battlefield they poured out their red 
blood that freedom might live. 

When the War between the States conculsed our 
glorious country and cast its black shadow of gloom and 
despair over our fair land; when treason was rampant and 
the banner of freedom was trailed in the dust, the contri- 
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butions of Fort Loudon to the legions that fought for the 
preservation of the Union was large and creditable to the 
patriotism of her people. Of note was the 43rd Regiment, 
Ist Artillery, Battery A. This regiment was organized at 
Camp Curtin under the command of Col: Charles T. Camp- 
bell in May 1861. Company B was commanded by Capt. 
Hezekiah Easton, a native and resident of Fort Loudon. 
This was strictly a Ft. Loudon company. In the desperate 
charge at the battle of Gaines Mill, June 26, 1862, Capt. 
Easton with many of his men was killed. 

What has been said of New England’s gallant citizen 
soldiery can with equal pride be said of Fort Loudon’s 
brave sons. 

The land is holy where they fought 
And holy where they fell; 

For by their blood that land was bought, 
The land they loved so well, 

Then glory to that valiant band, 
The honored saviors of the land. 

Thomas Alexander Scott, President of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad System, Assistant Secretary of War, under 
Lincoln, was born in Fort Loudon, in the house now owned 
as the “Eagle Hotel,” December 28, 1823. When but a lad 
his father died, and upon his mother devolved his training 
for the arduous conflict of life. When but a youth he be- 
came a clerk in a store in Mercersburg. At the age of 17 
he went to Columbia, Pennsylvania to clerk in the office 
of his brother-in-law, James Patton, who was collector of 
tolls of roads and canals for the state of Pennsylvania. 
From Columbia he went to Philadelphia and soon became 
station agent at Duncansville, the point of transfer be- 
tween the state canals and the Pennsylvania Railroad. In 
discharging the duties of this position he displayed such 
remarkable talent that in 1852 when the Pennsylvania 
Railroad was completed through to Pittsburgh, he was 
made Third Assistant Superintendent, in charge of the 
western division. Six years later, he was promoted again, 
becoming General Superintendent. On the 21st of March 
1860, he was made First Vice President continuing as such 
until June 1, 1874, when he was chosen President of the 
entire Pennsylvania System, retaining this position until 
his death. 

Col. Scott was also a staunch patriot. At the outbreak 
of the Civil War, he was appointed by Governor Curtin of 
Pennsylvania as a member of his staff with the rank of 
Colonel and placed in charge of the transportation of 
troops and military supplies for the state. He was master 
of ceremonies in the safe conduction of Abraham Lincoln 
to Washington the night before his’ inauguration. On 
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April 21, 1861, he was appointed Assistant Secretary of 
War for transportation of troops and was in charge of all 
railways. He resigned as Assistant Secretary of War late 
in 1862. Col. Scott was a man of wonderful versatility, 
and endowed with all the qualifications of a great leader 
of men. He helped the great transcontinental line which 
made the western deserts blossom as the rose and gave 
new impetus and life to our whole national industrial] life. 
He died at Lansdowne, near Philadelphia, May 21, 1881. 


William Shearer Stenger was born in Fort Loudon, 
February 13, 1840. At an early age he attended the com- 
mon schools of his native town, later pursued his studies at 
the Mercersburg Academy. In 1854 he went to Franklin 
and Marshall College, Lancaster, Penna., from which in- 
stitution he was graduated in 1858, delivering the Vale- 
dictorian address. He studied law and was admitted to 
the Bar of Franklin County in 1860. He then entered up- 
on the practice of law in Chambersburg. In 1862 when 
but 22 years of age, he was elected District Attorney of 
Franklin County, Pennsylvania by a large majority, as a 
Democrat in what was supposed to be a safe Republican 
district. In 1865 he was re-elected and again in 1868, serv 
ing until 1871, a period of nine years. In 1869 before his 
third term had expired, he in company with John M. Coop- 
er and Augustus Duncan, purchased the Valley Spirit 
newspaper and edited it until 1876. He was elected to the 
Forty-fourth and forty-fifth Congress, March 4, 1875, and 
March 38, 1879. He then resumed the practice of his pro- 
fession in Chambersburg, and later in Philadelphia. On the 
election of Robert E. Pattison, a Democrat, Governor of 
Pennsylvania in 1882, he became Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth in his Cabinet, serving from 1883 to 1887. He 
then removed permanently to Philadelphia and became 
Executive Officer of the Philadelphia Record. He died in 
Philadelphia March 29, 1918. William S. Stenger can be 
considered Fort Loudon’s most distinguished and talented 
citizen. He was distinguished for not only his ability but 
for his integrity as well. 

James Patton, another worthy son of Fort Loudon, 
was born there on July 11, 1804 and died in Carlisle on 
August 6, 1880. He was the son of Matthew Patton who 
was born on the site of old Fort Loudon in 1776 and who 
was the leading citizen of Peters Township, a Justice of 
the Peace and Associate Judge of Franklin County. 

James Patton was in 1827 chosen Major of the Ist 
Battallion 118th Regiment, Pennsylvania Militia. In 1839 
he was appointed by Governor Porter as Collector of Tolls 
of Road and Canals at Columbia, Penna. He was active 
in promoting the transportation system of the state which 
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resulted in the organization of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company. In fact he is the one who started Thomas A. 
Scott on his great career. He became prominent political- 
ly and acquired considerable wealth. He married Har- 
riet A. Scott, a sister of Thomas A. Scott. The bodies of 
James Patton and Harriet Scott Patton rest beneath a 
handsome monument in the cemetery adjoining the Luth- 
eran Church in Fort Loudon. 

John F. Hassler, famous steeple jack, was born in 
Fort Loudon in 1880. His grandmother was Martha Steng- 
er, a sister of William S. Stenger. He was educated in the 
schools of his native village. He was a veteran of the 
Spanish American War. He was a Mason of high repute. 
He became the Dean of Steeple Jacks and a widely known 
climber and daredevil. For a period of 50 years and until 
his death his work was high above the crowds. 

In 1916 and again in 1920 he danced on the rim of 
William Penn’s statue on the Philadelphia City Hall and 
swung from a rope tied to Penn’s outstretched hand. In 
early life he earned the reputation of a “human fly’’. In 
1910 he climbed down the full length of the 18 story Mor- 
ris Building on Chestnut Street in Philadelphia. He work- 
ed on church steeples, smoke stacks and anything that was 
dangerous. He died in Philadelphia on July 22, 1952 and 
lies buried in Stenger Hill cemetery, Fort Loudon. 

John Adam Ryder was born February 29, 1852, in 
Peters Township not far from Fort Loudon. As a small 
boy he was greatly interested in plants and animals. He 
was a reserved boy so much so, that his early teacher said 
of him “that he went to school six weeks and never said a 
lesson.” But with sympathetic teachers who encouraged 
him in his self-directed investigatons, he soon forged a- 
head. He learned the German language through his 
mother. He attended the Mercersburg College for a short 
time. After a few years of successful teaching in the pub- 
lic schools he received a scholarship at the Academy of 
Natural Science in Philadelphia. He studied there six 
years. In six years of this work in the field and at the Na- 
tional Museum he produced 79 valuable papers and stud- 
ies. In 1886 he accepted the Chair of Comparative His- 
tology and Embyology at the Unversity of Pennsylvania 
and held this position until death. 

He was a noted biclogist and became world famous. 
His investigations were of great commercial value in the 
artificial propagating of food fishes and the oyster. He 
could read French, Jtalian, Spanish, Dutch, Danish, Swed- 
ish and Russian. He died March 26, 1895, world famous. 

General James Chambers, while not a native of Fort 
Loudon, he was a long time resident there and his life’s 
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doings were closely entwined with the history of Fort 
Loudon. This Revolutionary War soldier hero was born 
in Chambersburg, June 5, 1743. In 1775 he became cap- 
tain of a company of riflemen, the first from the Conoco- 
cheague settlement to assist in the campaign at’ Boston. 
He was in all the battles in and around Plowed Hill. He 
was in most of the battles of 1776-1778. He was with 
Washington at Valley Forge, with him at Brandywine, 
Germantown, Monmouth, Bergen Block House, July 19, 
1780. He was wounded at Brandywine. He was an out- 
standing military figure and retired from the service on 
January 17, 1781. 


Henceforth his life’s activities are a part of Fort 
Loudon’s history. He was a pioneer in the iron industry of 
Franklin County and upon his retirement from the mili- 
tary services in 1781, he built and conducted what was 
known as “‘Loudon Forge” above the village, where he had 
already established himself a home. He conducted a thriv 
ing iron industry. His son, Benjamin, assisted him in the 
business which was quite successful until the adversities 
which followed some years after the Revolution. A per- 
iod of great inflation followed and General Chambers was 
crippled financially and forced to suspend business. 

He was a Justice of the Peace for Peters Township, 
Franklin County and dispensed justice to the citizens of 
Fort Loudon. He was County Commissioner of Franklin 
County 1793-1796, Associate Judge 1795-1805. When the 
Whiskey Insurrection broke out he was commissioned a 
Brigadier General and put in command of the Third Bri- 
gade. He helped quell the Insurrection quickly. General 
Chambers died at Loudon Forge on April 25, 1805, weak- 
ened by his long military service and broken fortunes after 
a life of great credit to himself and to Fort Loudon. 

James Smith ‘‘The First Rebel” of Back Boy fame, 
while not strictly a native born son of Fort Loudon, was 
very much in evidence in its early life and history, with 
his backwoodsmen. He fought and routed the famous 
Black Watch. He beseiged old Ft. Loudon, a provincial 
fort manned by the British, captured its commander and 
part of its garrison in the year of 1765 and forced its evac- 
uation ten years before the Battle of Lexington. Many of 
his thrilling exploits were enacted in and around Fort 
Loudon. He was thus the commander of the first skirm- 
ish that was fought, between the American Rebels and 
the British and this skirmish was fought not at Lexington 
and Concord but in the backwoods meadow above old Fort 
Loudon and near the village of the present Fort Loudon. 
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The first rebel blood was shed there and the first American 
Rebel victory was won there. 

The life history of James Smith has been portrayed 
by the pen of Neil Swanson, an editor of the Baltimore 
Sun, in “His First Rebel.2?) James Smith came of rough 
stock and was born on the outmost fringe of the frontier 
in 1737 in a log cabin built unlawfully on Indian lands, 
where the town of Mercersburg now stands. He lived in 
the Conococheague Settlement in pre-Revolutionary days 
having his headquaters near Mercersburg. 

James Smith had one of the most picturesque careers 
in American History. At the age of eighteen he was cap- 
tured by the Indians and held captive for five years when 
he made his escape by way of Canada. It took him nearly 
another year to make his way home by foot. He had been 
adopted and made a blood brother by the Indians. In 
1764 he saw service as a Lieutenant in Bouquet’s Expedi- 
tion. Then came his exploits in the capture of Fort Loudon 
and later Fort Bedford. He was a member of the Conti- 
nental Congress at Carpenter’s Hall, Philadelphia. He 
saw much service in the Revolutionary War and _ rose to 
the rank of Colonel. In 1778 he settled in Kentucky, 
fought in several Indian campaigns and for ten years rep- 
resented Bourbon County, Kentucky in its General Assem- 
bly. He died in 1811 or 1812. 

In addition to those men and women of Fort Loudon 
who have left their mark upon history, we must not forget 
those un-numbered hundred who by industry and upright 
living have helped carry forward for 150 years the contri- 
butions of the old town to the epic story of America. 
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JAMES BUCHANAN 
By John L. Finafrock 


(Delivered at “Wheatland,” Buchanan's Historic Home 
West of Lancaster, Saturday, April 27, 1940) 


As one passes westward beyond St. Thomas he can see 
on his right a prominent knob or end of the mountain. This 
is the oldest named spot in this section of the county. Since 
1734 it has been called Parnell’s Knob from the first white 
man who settled in the beautiful flat country below it. 
During the Civil War this Knob was used by the Union 
Forces as a signal station connected by heliograph with 
Bolivar’s Heights at Harpers Ferry. The Lincoln High- 
way cuts across its base; and from this promontory the site 
of old Fort Loudon may be seen at a_ bend of the west 
Conococheague about a mile to the south. Fort Loudon 
was a noted stronghold in the French and Indian War. The 
old military road to Fort Duquesne or Ft. Pitt passed a lit- 
tle to the north of the present Highway, curved around 
Pearnell’s Knob and Jordan’s Knob west of it and turned 
northward through a part of Path Valley and then west- 
ward through Cowan’s Gap. Over this road went Penn- 
sylvania’s supplies for Braddock. Forbes’ Expedition that 
took Ft. DuQuesne in November 1758 passed by this route. 
Later in Pontiac’s War, Col. Henry Bouquet’s famous ex- 
pedition with many of Forbes’ Highlanders on its way west 
ward encamped for a while near Fort Loudon. The fam- 
ous Black Watch was with Bouquet. 

Near the Buchanan Highway in Cove Gap at a place 
called Stony Batter four miles south of Fort Loudon, in 
1791 James Buchanan, Pennsylvania’s only President, was 
born. A large monument marks the spot. In Mercersburg 
six miles south of Ft. Loudon, is the house that was his 
later home, as is also that of his niece, Harriet Lane, who 
presided over the White House when Buchanan was presi- 
dent. On campus at Mercersburg Academy is the cabin 
that was his birthplace. 

James Buchanan, the father of the President, arrived 
in Philadelphia in 1783. He was twenty-three, had some 
capital and a great ambition to be a business man. In seek 
ing a location he made his way to the establishment of 
John Toms in Cove Gap. There was no Fulton County at 
that time, and Tom’s post was west of the Bedford ine. The 
place is now in Franklin County. Here for five years the 
father was a clerk in Tom’s Store at Stony Batter. He had 
a good English education, and liked the business so well 
that he purchased the store in 1788. In that same year he 
married Elizabeth Speer from a valley in the western part 
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of Adams County. Here they lived for eight years. Eliza- 
beth Speer’s home valley is now called Buchanan Valley 
after her distinguished son. 

Many people who visit Stony Batter think it strange 
that Buchanan and Elizabéth Speer should have settled in 
that place. Not long ago a very intelligent man who claim- 
ed to be related to the Buchanans and who was looking 
about Stony Batter, asked me, as he looked up through the 
overhanging trees, ‘Why do you think any one would want 
to live in a place like this?’ At least, that is what he meant 
in polite English. I went to much trouble to explain to 
him that in 1791 when the President was born, Stony Bat- 
ter was as much in the world as a prosperous town on the 
Pennsylvania R. R. would be today. 

In 1761, it was decreed that a bridle path should be 
constructed over the mountain from Cove Gap, or as it was 
then called, Larraby’s Gap. The road was gradzd broad 
enough for wagons along the end of the shale mountain 
as far as Stony Batter, where the actual bridle path began. 
The trail from Stony Batter led to McConnellsburg, turned 
northward beyond Knobsville, then through Hustontown, 
to the left at Waterfall into Wells Valley then upward a- 
long the mountain side to the top of Sideling Hill near the 
course of the present Lincoln Highway. 

It was soon seen that the end of the wagon road was 
a fine location for a trading post; and when James Buchan 
an came, John Toms was in charge of a very prosperous 
and, for the frontier, well-established business. That the 
elder Buchanan purchased it after five years experience in 
it is very good evidence that it was a prosperous enterprise. 

I explained further that all the many kinds of mer- 
chandise needed in Bedford and Westmoreland counties, 
and in the Pittsburgh country passed by Tom’s place at 
Stony Batter. Some was placed on horses at the shopping 
point, but the greater amount was brought to the end of 
the road in wagons and then placed on horses as soon as 
the pack trains could be organized. Even salt for the wes- 
tern part of the state was packed from there; and in an 
old Pittsburgh paper it is stated that it missed the issue 
of last week because the horses had not arrived with the 
paper from Chambersburg. Chambersburg was early not- 
ed for the manufacture of paper. It seems the packs for 
carrying the paper were made up at the mill, taken eigh- 
teen miles to Stony Batter, and then after the horses were 
fed and rested, the train started on the long trip of one 
hundred forty miles to Pittsburgh. With all my explana- 
tion I fear the descendant of the Buchanans was not con- 
vinced that his ancestors chose a good place in which to 
live. It seems that it was not Toms but the Buchanans 
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who named the place ‘“‘Stony Batter.”” Miss Ann Buchanan 
once went to Ireland to look up her ancestry. She told. 
Mrs. Charles W. McLaughlin, who now owns the old home, 
that Stony Batter was the name of the Buchanan home in 
the north of Ireland. It is said that work on the new bridle 
path began promptly, and it was much used as soon as it 
was opened. 


Those of you, who have read the “First Rebel’ or 
James Smith’s own story, will remember that it was thru 
Stony Batter when the new route was less than four years 
old, that the great trading firm of Baynton, Wharton and 
Morgan of Philadelphia hurried its twenty pack horses 
loaded with Indian goods for the Illinois country before 
the trade was opened after Pontiac’s War. This was twen- 
ty-three years before James Buchanan purchased the 
place from John Toms. 

James Buchanan hired his. brother-in-law, James 
Speer, to help in the business which prospered greatly. 
Ledgers of an earlier period show that there was a demand 
for many kinds of goods from'the East while-the more 
crude products from the west were packed to Buchanan’s 
place. Men engaged in transportation had to be cared for 
and the wagoners were no doubt, good customers. The 
cleared space was probably ten acres or more in extent; 
and in it there would be much stir of busy men making up 
pack trains, storing goods in the warehouses or loading the 
wagons for Baltimore or places nearer by. There could 
not: be regular schedules. ‘Goods would have to be stored 
until horses were.available. A deed to the tract names. 
100 acres of land, a.dwelling, and warehouses. 

In spite of .the fact that'these things are generally 
known many people still regard James Buchanan, the eld- 
er, as one of the first. Scotch-Irish immigrants who came 
fifty years before not after the Revolution. 

April 28, 1791, James was born at Stony Batter. Five 
years later in the fall of 1796 the family removed to Mer- 
cersburg. Here two years later the father started a store 
and prospered greatly all the rest of his life. He built one 
of the finest brick houses in Mercersburg. It is now includ 
ed in the James Bupchanan Hotel; and he also acquired 
what was known.as the Dunwoodie’ Farm. He was very 
proud of:this great tract of more than 300 acres of deep 
rich, limestone land and fine timber. It adjoined the large 
farm of Governor Findlay’s father. The President held 
this place until 1863, when he sold it to Jeremiah Black. 

Young James received a fair elementary education 
probably from his mother. His first teacher was James R. 
Sharon, a student of divinity under Dr. John King, next a 
Mr. McConnell, and later Dr. Jesse Magaw. These men 
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taught him Latin and Greek. Dr. Magaw later married 
a sister of James. 


In the fall of 1807 James entered Dickinson College. 
One of the students with James under his several teachers 
in Mercersburg was Susan Spangler. Susan married a Mr. 
Palsgrove, and lived to a good old age. She liked to talk 
of “Jimmie” Buchanan, her school mate, and of his depart- 
ure for college. It was known that James was to leave on 
a certain morning, and his schoolmates were out to see him 
go. She said that, as James and his father passed along 
the street, she took off her apron and waved it as she called 
“Good-bye, Jimmie, good-bye!” Jimmie waved, said, 
“Good-bye, Susan,” and seated behind his father on a 
horse, Jimmie, sixteen years old started for Dickinson 
and destiny. 


At college young James played many pranks, al- 
though he seems to have kept up his studies. Somewhere 
he writes that the school was without discipline. About 
the time he was to return in September 1808 he was sitting 
one sabbath morning with his father, when the father op- 
ened a letter, read it with troubled face, handed it to James 
and left the room. The letter from Dr. Davison, head of 
Dickinson, who wrote that but for the respect they had 
for the father, they would have expelled his son James. 
Having endured to the end of the term, they could not re- 
ceive him again. 

It was a severe blow to James, but he decided to go 
at once to Dr. John King, the spiritual leader of the com- 
munity, and a trustee of Dickinson. Dr. King lectured the 
boy, but promised to help him if James would give the Doc- 
tor his word to behave better at College. James promised, 
was permitted to enter college, and became the leader of 
his class. In a contest for honors, however, he was given 
no honor, and was told frankly that it would have a bad 
effect to give an honor to a student who had shown as little 
regard for the rules of the school as James had shown. His 
Society was incensed at this and threatened not to take 
part in the graduation exercises. But after receiving a 
kind letter from the faculty James himself gave his oration. 

He complained of his disappointment to his father, 
who wrote him a long answer to comfort him and to tell 
him he was pleased that James decided to give his oration. 
In the father’s letter there are two rather cynical state- 
ments. He says: ‘“‘The more you know of mankind, the 
more you will distrust them. It is said the knowledge of 
mankind and the distrust of them are reciprocally con- 
nected.” 

He also told James if his oration were good sense, 
James’ own work, and well spoken, the audience would not 
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care whether it was first or last. After graduation James 
returned to Mercersbug until December 1809, when he 
went to Lancaste to study law with Mr. Hopkins. He was 
very fond of the law and of Lancaster. 


James Buchanan the elder, died as a result of a driv- 
ing accident. On June 4, 1821, he with his youngest son, 
Edward Y- Buchanan, who was then about eleven years old 
was driving a one-horse wagon into the alley at the home. 
Just before they reached the turn into the yard something 
scared the horse. He made too short a turn and upset the 
wagon. The boy either leaped or was thrown clear of the 
wagon but Mr. Buchanan, who was busy holding the horse 
was caught under the wagon. Three days afterwards, on 
June 7, 1821 he died. He was not quite sixty years old. 

Mr. Buchanan’s old home community was very proud 
of him and he had many loyal friends there. While his 
mother lived he made regular visits to his home town, and 
returned a number of times when he was’ Senator. In 
June, 1852, he was in Franklin County. He tells of trying 
to persuade an old friend to vote for Pierce, but the friend 
would not do so because Pierce was nominated by a con- 
cention. 

In 1856 Mr. Buchanan visited Stony Batter. He and 
Col. Samuel S. Black were driving from Bedford to Lan- 
caster. When they arrived at Cove Gap village, they tied 
their horse there and walked up to the old place. A work 
man, who was coming out of the mountain, recognized Mr. 
Buchanan, and lost no time to get to the village and de- 
clare “Jimmie Buchanan is up there.’’ After a reception 
at Cove Gap the men visited Mercersburg, Greencastle, - 
and Chambersburg. 

During the campaign of 1856, probably on the trip 
with Col. Black, Mr. Buchanan spoke in Mercersburg from 
the balcony of Col. Murphy’s Hotel. Some men opposed 
to him persuaded some school boys to call out one of the 
slanders falsely charged against Mr. Buchanan. Men of 
both parties were indignant at the occurrence, and when 
it was learned that one of the boys was being aided in his 
school by funds furnished by Buchanan, who often gave 
money to the old school some friends wanted him to with- 
draw the aid. Mr. Buchanan who was not unacquainted 
with school boy pranks, spurned the suggestion. 

Politics and business, as well as friendship, very often 
brought James Buchanan to Mercersburg. For many years 
an old colored woman who lived several miles from Mer- 
cersburg and who had nursed James Buchanan as a child 
was remembered by him. He would buy different things 
that he knew she could use and have someone take them 
out to her along with his best wishes. 


st Ros bt tga é 
apy wel " p Se + 4 ty ene a 
. y lysine ileg 


wbl» set? 4 ; | > ive e y re 
’ ; ; rt — Om wt 
widen | Ae ond ode noe Tg perp ivin 
| may out ade? awd ody be sotod dau 
oom ies thd B droits cert pes justo 
oth) ple oto ace Suibles aaw to hagas 
youd naw ow , 
me Poe dri aveb ouuil .neygew ont 40 
to e1a6y vidie aiop jon naw otf “both. od (88 mY fem | 
bitotg yiev enw viirtatmos outed bio e'tanedoed AM - 
aid ohAW sie? ehneii) isvol ywem bed od bia mid to mi 
bry svere?. senor’ axl of atiaiv oeliget obacn ad Devil tediom 
il apteie® enw ad aetw eva) Yo tadana s bootie & 
yuh to alist off yinwed wiload® ali caw od 8381 oma | 
bashit of did soft wt a20v ot Disiad blo ne ebaantog of | 
-109 « Yd boleoiaron anw virrat! seunoed on ob Jon bloow | 
noiines 
bi 9H odie vod? bolieiv ssruitond “MM S68! ol 
tal oF Brotha. mort yniveh orow aloalfl 2 foyaee. dod 
hott ved? Sasiliy qi sed 42 bovis yo) qet¥h steno 
dtow A .asala Sle ond of ow boollew bing ote) sarod vied? 
“tM hesitpove: jtipiigom ont to ino galgies saw onw nent 
tb bine ogniiiv odd of toy of om on dal boa oanadontl 
aouiqods « solthk “lott qu a canadsnG siemmil”’ els 
Arion) quideanoM batisiv aon edt gs ov0D te 
wrudassdemat) 


bas 
qi of) mo yidedosg 2681 to wyteueass ont 
ert gxnderso19th ni a cansdouh <M . dod 
Haawago mon eno H aude tor) to ymonlad ot 
eit? 20 ono tq [ae od pe lLoodtog ea bebmuwieg min of 
jo faM .menedow) AM leniaye, bowsada gine oor oe 
midw has .aqern9%0 oft ta toon | show 
ait fal £ tod sn wes 9! Io om 
avin tw asiasdieG cl te: tt 
ier et ‘cite bstuser —: Orrin loosen ble. 
heivisceoeas Jon 267 9 ona a om 
: SET Ne) rage i 


































7 









U 
ot 








FORT LOUDON YESTERYEAR AND TODAY 


Our very efficient Historian, John Hopkins, and his 
very able and active 90 year young guide and informant, 
Joseph R. Haiston, plus interésting facts gleaned from oth- 
er of our older citizens, have brought to our attention the 
locations of some of the former Industries and business 
places that once employed the majority of the male citi- 
zens of our village. 


Sixteen fitting historic markers are located as near as 
possible to the former scenes of action. No. 1. Burkholder 
Cooper Shop where barrels were made, now the very cozy 
dwelling house of Mr. and Mrs. John Nelling. No. 2. Jon- 
athan Wrights Wagon Maker Shop, stone building located 
back of the former Miss Hal Wright home, now remodeled 
into a very nice modernly equipped dwelling house owned. 
and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Joe Borellis. No. 3. Bill 
Mullen’s Blacksmith Shop, both the Wright Shop and Mul- 
len shop each employed two men regularly and four men. 
during busy seasons, converted to an ice house by G. M. 





THE EAGLE HOTEL 1904: 


Stenger. In 1916 the stone ice house was razed and a dou- 
ble dwelling house was built thereon by Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
S. Rotz, the present owners and occupants of half the house 
the John Hopkins’ family occupying the other half of 
the house. No. 4. John Mullen’s Hotel, a lively place dur 
ing the building of the South Penn Railroad, many fist 
fights and riots originated. in this building. In 1874 the 
hotel was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ryder. It has been 
occupied by three generations of Ryders since that time. 
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It was the home of Catharine Ryder, the author of our In- 
troductory poem. ‘Miss Katie’’ as we all called her, wrote 
many interesting poems which were pubished in book form 
after her death, by her sister Mrs, Anna R. Ellettson. At 
present it is occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Snively Ryder. Mr. 
Ryder is.90 years young and keeps busy caring for his gar-. 
den, yard, and several hundred chickens. The North end 
of this large house was burned Christmas Day 1936, but 
the remaining seven rooms facing Lincoln Highway are 
very adequate for modern family needs. 

No. 5. James Mullan’s two story hotel has grown to a 
twenty-six room building known for many years as Eagle 





One of the oldest houses in our town, dates back to 1749. 


Hotel. It is no longer a Hotel but is now known as Lincoln 
Lodge, having been converted into apartments by the pres- 
ent owners, Mrs. Maude Wigfield and Miss Blanche Keg- 
arise. The former lobby and Bar Room of this building 
are now the Fort Loudon Post Office. No. 6. Easton’s: 
Saving Fund Bank, now Velma Vance’s grocery _ store. 
No. 7. James Starliper’s Saddler Shop, now Helen Lining- 
er’s flower garden. No. 8 Reuben Lewis Blacksmith shop, 
is now Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Brindle’s garden. No. 9, The 
Michael Deck and Sons’ Wagon Making Shop now the 
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Robinson’s Apartments. Four families and Hoch’s Meat 
Market are housed in this building. No. 10, Reuben and 
Al Snyder’s Tailor Shop, later a grocery store, is now a 
double dwelling house owned and occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Andrew Jones and tenants, Mr. and Mrs. Hagan. No. 
11, Fords Huckster Business where fifteen to twenty per- 
sons were employed preparing 400 to 500 fowls for market 
daily, now the private dwelling house of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Rotz. No. 12, Robert Carson’s Saddler Shop, is now 
the private home of Mrs. Elva Reeder. No. 13, Gish’s 
Grist Mill is now the busy Hawbaker Trapping Supply 
store and printing place of the American Woodsman mag- 
azine. No. 14, The oldest house in town dates back to 
1749, still occupied and owned by Harry Zeiss. 


No. 15, The Old Town Stock, replaced by modern hy- 
drants in back yards of most homes with penty of water 
piped into each dwelling house. No. 16, Toll Gate Sites, 
all dwelling houses today. 

Many former industries and businesses have passed 
out of the picture or have been so stransformed as to bear 
small resemblance of their former condition. 

Mrs. Mary Ramer’s Candy Shop is now remodeled in- 
to a modern family dwelling owned and occupied by Mr. 
and Mrs. James Foltz. The John Rotz fork shop location 
is now the former Band House transformed into Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilmer Tritle’s comfortable dwelling house. 

The Casper Metz Tailor Shop was for many years our 
local post office, but the office out grew its facilities here, 
due to volume of business. The post office has advanced 
from a fourth class to a second class post office with a post- 
master and three postal clerks. The post office was orig- 
inally known as Loudon, and was established May 3, 1814. 
The name was changed to Fort Loudon on June 22, 1883. 
From 1814 to the present time 25 persons have served as 
postmasters, serving terms ranging from seven months to 
eighteen years. The present postmaster, Mrs. Isabel Hull, 
has served since April 1, 1942. 

The Hassler Flour Mill became a busy Hosiery Knit- 
ting Mill in 1908 employing many of the local women. 
Later the building was purchased by Dr. Arthur and milk 
cooling equipment was made here. This industry ceased 
to be profitable. Manufacturing stopped and today the 
mill stands idle. 

The busy butchershop beside the bridge is now a Ford 
Garage and Agency conducted by C. E. Detrich & Son. 

The upright sawmill conducted by Mr. Stenger along 
Broad Run has made a very striking change. From a saw- 
mill it was converted to Joe Rotz’s Milk Station, Creamery 
and Butter factory. Later it became J. B. Rotz’s Cabinet 
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Makers Shop and is now a nice dwelling house owned by 
Raymond Rotz and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. John Cordell. 


Locust Grove where the 1903 Picnic was held is today 
the location of the Raymond S. Rotz Hatchery and Poultry 
Farm which is one of the nicest places in our community. 


We are such a healthy community that we have not 
had a resident doctor since Dr. R. Penn Smith enlisted ‘in 
the Medical Corps of our Army in 1917. Our nearest doc- 
tors are located in St. Thomas, Lemasters, Mercersburg. 


Neither have we had a resident undertaker since Mr. 
Millhoff passed away more than fifty years ago. And since 
most of us go bare headed now, we have no nead of millin- 
ery shops such as flourished under Bell Lewis, Mrs. Diffen- 
derfer, and Laura Millhoff. 


Our once busy South Penn Railroad where four round 
trips daily to Chambersburg by trains were possible is now 





Widow Barr’s homestead and the spring where James 
Brown the first Colonist was killed by the British. 


a silent reminder that ‘“‘Time Changes Things.” No passen- 
ger trains at all and only an occasional freight train tra- 
verses this track. 

There are people who pity us because we live in Fort 
Loudon. ‘Do not pity us’— we are proud that we are 
privileged to live in this community for we have here a 
heritage of which we are justly proud. The examples and 
inspirations of many former Loudon men and women who 
have made and are now making most valuable contribu- 
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tions of their time and talent for the benefit of our fellow- 
men lead us to high achievements. 

I believe Henry W. Longfellow had ‘Fort Loudon folks 
in mind when he penned his beautiful Psalm of Life. This 
verse can:be for us a challenge. 

“Lives of great men all remind us we can make our 
lives sublime, and departing leave behind us, foot prints 
on the Sands of Time.” 
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CONTRIBUTING PATRONS AS OF AUG. 1, 1953 


Womens Guild of St. Peters Reformed church, Ft. Loudon. 
Mr. Blaine Gallagher, Richmond Furnace, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Borellis, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Miss Grace Hollar and Mrs. Ella Fisher 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Gish, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Keefer, Fort Loudon, Pa. 

Mrs. Anna E. Shearer, Mt. Joy, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chauncey Depuy, Fort Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Faith, St. Thomas, Rt. 1, Pa. 

Mrs. Ruth McLaughlin, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 


Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Chalfont, (Record Herald) Waynes- 
boro, Pa. 


Isabel Ryder Carpenter, Three Acres, Camp Hill, Pa. 


Mr. Leroy G. Killinger, Principal, King St. School, Cham- 
bersburg, Pa. 


Mr. and Mrs. Garnet Zeger, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lawyer 


Mr. and Mrs. Wayne L. Mowrey, 59 W. Queen St., Cham- 
bersburg, Pa. 


Rev. and Mrs. James W. Moyer, Mercersburg, Pa. 

Ethel M. Oisorman, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Zeger, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Zeger, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. W. Merle Foreman, 617 W. King St., Chambersburg. 

Mr. Allen D. Reynolds, 205 Carnegie Place, Pittsburgh 

Mrs. Susan McGaughy, Fort Loudon, Pa. 

Mrs. Ella Kegaris, Fort Loudon, Pa. 

Mrs. Maude Wigfield, Fort Loudon, Pa. 

Mrs. Manifold, Fort Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Grissinger, McConnellsburg, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Snively Ryder, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Richmond Elevator Co., Richmond Furnace, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Gress, St. Thomas Rt. 1, Pa. 

Fort Loudon State Bank 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred J. Nelling, 1870 Manning Rd., Cleve- 
land 12, Ohio 

Mr. Howard Lump, Tiltonville, Ohio 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Wertime, 1208 Scotland Ave., 
Chambersburg, Pa. 
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Mr. Edw. Hutton, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Mrs. Harold L. Plasterer, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 


Mrs. Wm. Repp, 920 Lincoln Way East, Chambersburg 

Jane Gould Menoher, 4742 Kincaid St., Pittsburgh 24, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Rotz, 2765 Main St., Chambersburg 

Mrs. John H. Greim, 421 S. 14th St., Reading, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Lininger, Belton, Mo. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Hopkins and family, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zeger, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

McIntire Heating Co., 131 So. 6th St., Chambersburg, Pa. 

Mrs. George Foreman, and J. Herman Kuhn, 405 E. Queen 
St., Chambersburg, Pa. 

Mrs. Elbert V. Brown, 21 E. Pomfret St., Carlisle, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter L. Rosenberry, Scotland, Pa. 

Mr. R. M. Huber, St. Thomas, Pa. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Pensinger, Fort Loudon, Pa. 

Dr. Paul A. Clutz, Mercersburg, Pa. 

Mr. Robert H. Kline Sr., 26 Hemlock Circle, Chambersburg 

.Mrs. Lewis Bosserman, Arendtsville, Pa. 

Alma McCurdy Beittel, 321 Highland Ave., Johnstown 

Mr. Creston J. Rosenberry, S. Main St. Chambersburg 

Mr. Milton V. Burgess, 290 Arden Rd., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mr. Russell H. Jones 

‘Mr. Rowe M. Martin, Biglerville, Pa. 

Mrs. Ruth Smith, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Carol Smith Cramer, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Smith, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Statler, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Mrs. Ellis B. Burgess (Fannie L.) 73 Haldane St., Crafton, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mrs. Mary T. Davis, and Mrs. Mabel Woolverton, 60 Fifth 
Ave., Mineola, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Young, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Crouse, Dry Run, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Arnold, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Fort Loudon American Legion Auxiliary, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Parker Tritle, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs..O. E. Wise, and daughter, Ft. Loudon, Pa. 

Women’s Club of Fort Loudon, Pa. 

Caledonia Park-In Theatre, Harry C. Bondurant, Cham- 
bersburg, Pa. 

Mr. Stenger Deihl, Marion, Pa. 

Mr. R. G. Mowery, 604 E. Highland Ave., Chambersburg 

-Mr. Glen Garnes, Mercersburg, Pa. 

Mr. James Coldsmith, Chambersburg, Pa. 

Mr. John Atherton, Chambersburg, Pa. 

Mr. C. E. Dessem, Chambersburg, Pa. 

Mr. Norman Walck, Greencastle, Pa. 

Mr. John Baumgardner, Chambersburg, Pa. 
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Mr. Charles Gillan, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Mr. T. W. Smith, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Mr. Charles P. Fague, Chambersburg, Pa. 
A Friend. 
A Friend. .. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Gift, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mr. A. C. Ogg, 200 Milliken Ave., Penn Hills, Pittsburgh 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Hannon, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Zeger, RD 1, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Rotz, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mr. Charles Smith, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jere Gonder, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Donithen, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McLaughlin, Mercersburg, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis McLaughlin, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mrs. Annie Fisher, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Fisher, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Keefer, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mr. Lloyd Keyser, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Mr. Thomas McDowell, Mercersburg, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Zeger, Mercersburg, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bowlin g, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mrs. Anna M. Hardman and daughter, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Elmer Hawbaker, Mercersburg, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Eugene McLaughlin, S. 2nd St., Chambers- 
burg, Pa. 
Mrs. Susie Gorman, 447 E. Catherine St., Chambersburg 
Mr. Wm. McKelvey, RFD 1, Fayetteville, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Jones 
Mrs. Ruth Hope; Mr. and M rs. W. H. Tritle Jr.. 
Rev. and Mrs. John Stuff, Rev. and Mrs. Fred Christian 
Mrs. Laura P. Arthur, Mr. Carl F. Rotz 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Walter Gift, Mrs. Gladys V. Christian 
Mrs. Elizabeth Elliott, Francis Elliott, Russell Elliott — 
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1843 TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 1953 


Rev. Richard C. Rife, Pastor 


CHURCH COUNCIL 


Wim: Liningerinca-+:- a4. Loudon 2 Orga. oe eer President 
Lewis Depander!.... «a a es ee Secretary 
Lowell Lauverts Pitsburg) the se Financial Secretary 
PPG i CRIS ee ae ie ned Current Treasurer 
Peal. Gian y. fee Pe eet. keeoeh Benov. Treasurer 


W. Bruce Byers 
Wayne Kessinger 
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NOTES ON THE TOWN OF FT. LOUDON 
By Dr. R. G. Mowery, Supt. of Franklin Co. Schools 


“A Loudon Town” is méntioned in documents as early = ! 
as 1756. This name, doubtless was applied to a group of 
houses that grew up where the Packers Trail entered the @ 


mountains or along the new Braddock’s Road, so named 


because Braddock’s supplies from Eastern Pennsylvania 3 


were to be carried over it- The Eastern part of the pres- 
ent town was laid out late in 1803, at that time Johnston | 
Elliott owned the farm that had been the home of Mesech - = 
James at the beginning of the French War. Gen. James 


Cambers owned the land west of the present hotel prop- 2 


erty. Mr. Elliott plotted his part of the town; and about 3 
January 1, 1804, he offered the lots at twenty dollars cash #& 
and one dollar a year ground rent. Rev. James Mullen, 


states that the lot on which the Eagle Hotel now stands 4 


was sold to Phillip Meng, February 1, 1819. 


Chambers, who had laid out the western part of the a | 


town, March 19, 1805, Gen. James, advertises in the Frank 
lin Repository that ‘Lots are to be sold in the town of Ft. 
Loudon on the elevated and beautiful situation, at the 
place known as Loudon Forge. He speaks of the healthful 
situation, the beautiful landscape, the possibility of supply- 
ing running water to each house. He says it is on the great 
Road to Pittsburgh from Philadelphia, and Baltimore, and 
that the great road from Winchester through Williamsport 
Hagerstown, Greencastle and Mercersburg to the Genesse 
country, ‘will pass this way.”’ The ‘great road’ first known 
of in the advertisement called in a warrant dated January 
17, 1794, the new road leading from Gen’]. James Cham- 
bers to McConnellsburg. Later, when this road was chang 
ed to a ‘Pike’ the town was quickly built. 

Gen. Chambers in his advertisement speaks of Loudon 
Forge. This furnace and forge was established by Gen. 
Chambers in 1790. It was north of the present town on 
the left or eastern bank of the Conococheague. This is now 
the property of Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rea. Jacob 
Barger, grandfather of Henry Leininger, was a forge man 
at this place. Long after it ceased to pound the old ham- 
mer was the work of wonder to boys interested in mechan- 
ics. In the memory of men:still living it was broken up 
and sold. There was also a forge at the mouth of Bear 
Valley as early as 1804. Later a furnace was established 
at this place also. A number of the Peters Township land 
grants of the period after the Revolution were to members 
of the Chambers family. Benjamin had several grants ad- 
joining Rowland Harris who lived where the Sandstone 
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barn stands on the farm of George Vance, now the Mc- 
Kee farm. Col. James had a number of large tracts here 
and near Cove Gap; Ruhannah had a large grant on Lara- 
by’s Run in Cove Gap, and Sara Bella had 300 acres above 
the north east forge in Bear Valley: | 

William Pott, who purchased the vast holdings of Ru- 
hannah (Chambers) Colhounin the southern part of the 
little cove and established the furnace and forge there, is 
described in the deed as Ironmaster of Ft. Loudon, as late 
as June 26, 1816, he secured a warrant for 30 acres ad- 
joining Rowland Harris and other land of William Pott. 
In the late thirties Beaver and Long held much of the land 
formerly held by Col. James Chambers, twenty years later 
in 1858 J. Beaver owned the Ft. Loudon furnace and forge, 
the Nor East Forge, the upper grist mill, Rowland Harris’s 
place, the property that is now the Vance Inn, and the 
property west of it on the Lincoln Highway. The Vance 
Inn property is described as J. Beaver residence in 1867, 
P and D. Ahl owned the Ft. Loudon funace, the Rowland 
Harris place and the property on the mountain above 
the Vance Inn. 

At the McKee farm on the Path Valley road north of 
the Lincoln Highway the second Rowland Harris had a 
Tannery. It is said that the present old Sandstone Barn 
was built at the time of the Revolution in 1779. This makes 
it one of the oldest barns in Franklin county. Since this 
was just one year after the Great Tory-Indian scare twenty 
five miles to the north in Path Valley, it would seem that 
in building the narrow openings in the walls of this barn, 
Mr. Harris had other uses in mind besides means of venti- 
lation. In the 1850’s the Hollars of Mongul established 
a Tannery in the south western angle of the west Conoco- 
cheague and Lincoln highway. Peter Hollar the first pur- 
chaser also bought out the Crawford Tannery which was 
located east of the creek between the highway and 
Broad Run. 

In 1830 more than 8,300 horse drawn vehicles and 
3,116 riding horses passed through Loudon. Four years 
later 42,300 draft horses passed through. The town was 
long known for its wagons, whips, and gears, one of the 
makers of the famous blacksnake whips was Andrew J. 
McCurdy. A man named Kirby had a whip factory. Just 
before the Civil War, W. McGrath had a whip factory 
south of the highway in the eastern part of the town. Later 
John Hollar and Amos F. Hollar ran a saddlery and shoe 
business. Isaac Donathan was an old shoemaker in the 
days of high-heeled boots with fancy tops. Jack McCurdy 
worked for him. In those days men wanted their “Fine” 
boots to “screech.”’ A customer who came to Donathan’s 
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was very insistent upon the “screech.” It is said that is a 
special effort to please and insure a permanent squeak. Mr. 
Donathan on this occasion inserted a goose quill in the 
shank between the soles. 

__ A little west of the hone of Amos Hollar on the same 
side of the street in 1858 was a Cooper’s Shop. A Black- 
smith shop was in the angle of the highway and Mercers- 
burg road opposite the hotel, then J. Mullen’s Inn. Across 
the pike from the Inn in the quaint brick building with the 
gable to the street was H. Easton’s saving fund. Adjoining 
it on the west was Peter Stenger’s western Inn. 

Hezekiah Easton was a very prominent business man 
at that time. Besides the saving fund he owned the point 
on which George Stenger later had his home. He built the 
Gish Mill and the large brick house near it, as well as the 
house on the farm now owned by Mrs. Dr. Arthur. He 
was the owner also of one of the farms at the Thomas Barr 
place, now owned by Winnie Melott and of the Geyer farm 
near Dickey’s. During the Civil War he was commander 
of the famous Easton’s Battery, Company B, 43rd Regiment 
Ist Artillery, he was killed in the battle of Gaines Mill, 
on June 27, 1862. 

In the earlier times the road from Chambersburg cross 
ed the creek at a point above the present bridge. There 
was at that time a chain bridge a remarkable piece of work 
the chains were forged by a man named Arnold, who in 
his later life lived on the south side of the pike east of the 
creek, the present new bridge is at least the third at the 
same point. In January 1886 there was a great flood on 
the west Conococheague. In the memory of men now liv- 
ing it was second only to the flood at the time that Johns- 
town was destroyed, the bridge at Loudon was washed 
away, an iron suspension bridge was then thrown across 
the creek. 

In the late fifties a school house stood just east of Hol- © 
lar’s Tannery. This house was succeeded some time before ~ 
1867 by a school house at the cemetery at Stenger’s Hill. - 
There was also a house in the western part of the town - 
south of the pike a little west of the point where the path © 
valley road leaves the highway. Late in 1885 the Peters ; 
township school board decided to build a four room build- — 
ing so that the schools might be properly graded, the pres- 
ent school lot south of the Eagle Hotel was selected. S. Z. | 
Hawbecker, John Maxheimer and his neighbor, John Cell, } 
all of St. Thomas township were appointed the viewers. — 
They were to meet January 1886. Mr. Hawbecker took © 
the train and was able to reach Ft. Loudon, Messrs. Max- © 
--heimer and Cell, who drove reached the Conococheague, 
but on account of the high water that had washed the 
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bridge away, they were unable to reach the school ground 
at that time. Another meeting had to be called. A four 
room school was built in the summer of 1886, but only 
three rooms were used for school purposes. The Easter 
school at Stenger’s Hill was continued until 1899, and then 
it was abandoned. A new one room house was built about 
a mile east of Loudon on the Lincoln highway, in 1924, 





Present Lemasters High School used by Ft. Loudon Pupils. 


this school was abandoned and the Loudon school thirty- 
eight years after it had been built was remodeled to make 
a four room consolidated school. This four room school 
still serves eight grades of our Ft. Loudon area pupils. Our 
teachers Ist grade, Mrs. Clara Doris Saunders; 2nd grade, 
Mrs. Colestock; 3 and 4 grades, Mrs. Helen Rotz Hopkins; 
5t hand 6th grades, Mrs. Mildred Funk Rockwell, and 7th 
and 8th grades, Mr. John Hopkins. 

At the School Board meeting June 28, 1906, a motion 
was made by Joe S. Rotz and seconded by James E. Mc- 
Dowell, that we start a township high school in the upper 
room of the brick building at Lemasters. This school to be 
the high for the entire Peters township area. 

The first teacher appointed for this high school was 
Paris B. Anders, at a salary of $65.00 per month. Anders 
resigned September 3, 1906. Miss Helen Smith of Car- 
lisle, Pa. was appointed as teacher at a salary of $60.00 
per month for a term of seven months. Miss Smith taught 
only seven days, her resignation being accepted with re- 
gret, and Miss Ellen Stuff was elected for the unexpired 
term. The first high school included these pupils: Ear] 
Neikirk, Nannie Hays, Ernest Ramsey, Arthur Hays, Homer 
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Ramsey, Aden Heckman, Paul Lantz, E. Guy Greenawalt, 
Rhoda Fitz, Ella Heckman, Mary Greenawalt, Sara Diehl, 
and Mabel Berger. The first class to graduate 1909 num- 
bered two members, Sara Diehl and Mabel Berger. 

The high school soon outgrew its one room facility, 
and in 1922 a new high school was built on the road lead- 
ing from Marks to Lemasters. This schoo! had an enroll- 
ment of 150 in 1953 and gracuated a ciass of 23; six of 
whom are from Fort Loudon. This Lemaster high school 
that seemed un-necessarily large in 1922, is now so over- 
crowded that larger facilities must be provided. 

The Peters township schoo] directors have joined with 
the school directors of Montgomery township, Mercers- 





Present Fort Loudon Grade School, Built in 1886 


burg Borough, and Warren township to form the Buchanan 


Jointure and are building now a modern vocational high 
school to serve the four listed school districts. This school 
built to serve 800 pupils, with all the latest and best in the 
present school construction is located along Route 75, one- 


half mile north of Mercersburg, the extensive grounds (35 


acres in all) will furnish athletic fields and recreational 
areas for a diversity of activities. This building will be 
dedicated during May 1954, and will open its doors to the 
pupils of Buchanan Jointure District on Sept. 1954. 

Among the names of the students of our first year of 
Peters Township high school we find E. Guy Greenawalt. 
Heading the list of Buchanan Jointure faculty we see E. 
Guy Greenawalt “Supervising Principal.” A good exam- 
ple of the life that can be built upon the foundation laid 
in our High School. 
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEEMEN OF FT. LOUDON 
SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 


HONORARY. PRESIDENTS 


Mr. Joe S. Rotz 


Mrs. Alcesta Lininger 


PRESIDENT 
Fred L. Gish 


VICE PRESIDENTS 


lst— Wm. C. Rea 


2nd— Joe Borellis 


3rd— Mrs. H. H. Keefer 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Mrs. Wm. C. Rea 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARIES 


Mrs. Orville Wise 


Mrs. J. A. McLaughlin 


TREASURER 
Mrs. Lloyd Pensinger 


COMMITTEES 


Church 
Dr. W. G. Rex, Chairman 
Rev. Robert Hovenstine 
Rev. E. W. Brindle 
Ralph Rosenberry 
Bruce Byers 
Lewis DeLauder 


Garnet Zeger, George Small 
Walter Dinsmore, Boyd Bard 


Home Coming 
Mrs. Ruth Smith, chairman 
Mrs. John Nelling 
Mrs. Achsa Keefer 
Mrs. Blanche Brindle 
Mrs. Annie Fisher 
Mrs. Carrie Miller 


FINANCE 
W. Eugene Bowling, Chairman— Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Nell- 
ing, Mrs. Kenneth McLaughlin, Mr. and Mrs. Jos. L. Rotz, 
Dick Best, Jack Rotz, Mrs. Helen Pensinger, John Nelling, 


and Mrs. Nelle Hartman. 
Property 

Eugene Zeger, chairman 

Frank Miller 


Orville Wise 


Stanley Hawbaker 
Clifford Young 
Earl Johnson 
Kenneth Flagle 
E. L. Donithen 
Bruce Byers 

Roy Souders 
Harry Faith 


and Decorating 
Sam Atkinson, chairman 
Marvin Statler 
Mark Zeger 
Roy Souders 
Ora Wise 
Isabel Borellis 
Roy Bear 
Clifford Young 
Eugene Bowling 
Herman Byers 
Garnet Zeger 


Historians— John Hopkins, chairman, Edgar L. Donithen 
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PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Helen Zeger, chairman; Mrs. Wm. C. Rea, Mrs. 
Anna Gish, Mrs. Ruth Smith, Mrs. Peggy Faith, Mrs. Ruth 
McLaughlin, and Mr. Chauncey Depuy. 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

Ruth D. McLaughlin, chairman; Mrs. Goldie McFad- 
den, Calvin McFadden Jr., Mrs. Bertha Donithen, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Hopkins, Mrs. Herman Byers, Ralph Rosenberry, 
and Miss Joan Rosenberry. 

“To ali who have contributed of their time, talents, 
money or materials, to make this 150th Anniversary Cele- 
bration a success, we extend our sincere, Thank You.” 


A FAREWELL FROM FORT LOUDON 


Remember then, our little town 

Which Nature’s hand has so endowed; 
And may her quiet beauty serve 

As tonic to each wandering child. 


Oh, may the mountains by her be 

A guiding force to aid all strife; 

And may you find within them strength 
To radiate about your life. 


Remember too, the by-gone days 
When Indians roamed across our lands, 
And white men built this little Fort 

To keep them safe from savage bands. 


Remember how the Colonists, 

To gain their freedom from the Crown, 
First brought about a bitter war 

That started near our little town. 


Remember, and let warmth and love 
Be found in all your thoughts and deeds, 
As you think back to Loudon town, 
Recalling all her noble creeds. 


Written by 
Betty McLaughlin Newman. 
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We Salute You 
FORT LOUDON 


On Your 150 Years In History 


U-Wanna-Wash-Frocks, Inc. 


OTTO HALBREICH 


Factories in 
Shippensburg, Newville 
Fort Loudon 


Fort Loudon Plant 
Saul Sipkoff, Mgr. 
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Incorporated 1922 





—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Fort Loudon State Bank 


Over Thirty Years of Mutual, Friendly Service in an 
Historical Community 
Visitors to our Sesqui-Centennial Celebration are 
cordially invited to visit our bank. 
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 


Pe eter |, 
Seat 4 


30th Anniversary 19 


Bruce: M. Sinall...2.2.. President and Director 
Tos. SA Rotew soe Vice President and Director 
Snively, Ryder. ——--—---—-—--_--__-—-,------—------- Director 
Stenger Diehl --_--------.--------------------- Attorney and Director 
Calvin McFadden .....------------—---—------—-------—- Director = 
Joseph Ly Ratz .. $$ Director = 
J:Roy Kriner st Director ; 
Lloyd Pensinger --------------------------—-——---—---------—-— Director = 
Melvin Anderson ...-----------------------------------------—- Director * 
D. Walter Gift _.._.____._—-_-> Secretary and Cashier — 
Nancy J. Rotz —-—------------------- Asst. Sec., and Asst. Cashier ~ 


Your Banking Business is Appreciated — ALWAYS! 
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—COMPLIMENTS*OF— 


The F weiner Bank 


of Mercersburg, Pa. 
2 


| 


On This Your 150th Year. 


' 
j 
| 


D. Emory Myers Insurance Agency 


MERCERSBURG, PENNA. 


Congratulations Fort Loudon on Your 


150th Anniversary 
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Compliments of 
c Compliments of 


GILLAN BROTHERS GALE DIEHL 


Growers and Shippers 
—Spcrting Goods— 


Apples — Peaches 


12 W. King St. 
Prunes 
Chambersburg, Pa. 
St. Thomas, Pa. 
Phone 28-R-2 Phone 1567-W 
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- Visit Our Dairy Bar Compliments of 


ANGLE BROTHERS 


SHIVELY’S DAIRY 


Sales and Service 


| 

| 

| PONTIAC 
454 Norland Ave. | 


832-38 Lincoln Way East : 


Chambersburg, Pa. 


Chambersburg, Penna. 


| ~ Phone 825 
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C. B. ZITZMAN McLAUGHLIN 


Fresh and Smoked DRUG STORE 


Meats — Milk 
Meet Me at 


Groceries 


Jack McLaughlin’s 


Mercersburg, Penna. 


The James 
21 South Main St. 


Buchanan Hotel 


Phone 30 Mercersburg, Penna. 
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GAIL’S BEAUTY 


PLANT 
SHOP 
PHILIP:S 
COMPLETE 
BEAUTY SERVICE 
SEEDS 


St. Thomas, Pa. 
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Cumberland Valley Electric Co. 


Mercersburg, Penna. 


Greencastle, Pa. Mercersburg, Pa. McConnellsburg, Pa. 


Phone 224 Phone 121 Phone 36 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Loewengart and Co. 


MERCERSBURG TANNERY DIVISION 
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Loyal Order of Moose 


Lodge 842 


Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 


—BEST WISHES— 


Chambersburg Lodge No. 842 


Chambersburg, Penna. 


FOR SUCCESS 


Sincerely, 
JOSEPH A. KOESTER, Secretary. 





= ee 


i 









;. | faery Teas 


; S03 of eybol ywwdersdnadd 


r, | sone? »sudstsdmadd 


a> 


~ | PRAQOUS ROT ; 


4s | \ . gersani2 


j 


! 


GAS — OIL 
EDDIE’S MEAT 
HAROLD A. SMITH 
MARKET %, 
Sunoco Service StSation 
_ TIRES TUBES 
Quality Meats and 
Groceries BATTERIES 
Chamberskurg, Pa. North Main St. 
Mercersburg, Penna. 
Phecne 11 
Phone 254 


PTT ECC CLC CULL OULU bbb 
| | 
D. J. LININGER and SON PUG’S BEAUTY SHOP 


+] ee 
Funeral Director m Not a Magician 


Just A Beautician 


Mercersburg, Penna. 


North Main St. 


I 
Phones 111 or 142 | 
| Chambersburg, Penna. 
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UPTOWN SALES ZEGER’S GARAGE 


33 N. Main St. 


Sales and Service 


Chambersburg, Pa. 
Largest Toy and Hobby DeSoto — Plymouth 


Center Eastern Part 


Mercersburg, Pa. 


of U. S. 


Largest Costume Phone 188-J 


Jewelry Dept. 


ELMER D. HAWBAKER 


Compliments of 


Electrical Contractor 


and Supplies TEDDY’S 
Mercersburg, Pa. Mercersburg 
Phone 139-R 
Penna. 
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Compliments of 


Detrich — Brechbill Post 


AMERICAN LEGION 


Post 612 


Saint Thomas, Pa. 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 





PENSINGER’S 


Texaco Service Station 


Fort Loudon, Pa. 
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BEST WISHES FROM 


Stamler Motors 
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MERCERSBURG, PA. 


Pekan RP a 


Congratulations to Fort Loudon 


From your near-by Contractor and Builder (Tommy) : 
Ralph E. Keefer : 
Mercersburg, Pa., Phone 205-R q 


Quincy Aluminum Storm Sash and Doors 


Koolvent Aluminum Awning 





—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Benchoff’s Gulf Service Station 


N. Main St. Mercersburg, Pa. 


I HOPE YOU ARE ENJOYING 
FORT LOUDON’S SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 
IF YOU DESIRE 


Cooler Air and a Broader View, Visit 


Tuscarora Summit Inn 


SIDNEY W. LEECH, PROP. 


Phene 19-R-5, McConnellsburg, Pa. 
CABINS WITH HOT AND COLD WATER 
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Bingham’s Fruit Market 


BILLIE DIXON, PROP. 


Home made apple butter and honey 


HOME GROWN 


APPLES — PEACHES — CHERRIES 


Open All Year — 7 Days a Week 


R. D. 1 Saint Thomas 66-R-12 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


John T. Keefer 


—EXCAVATING CONTRACTOR— 
Grading; Pond Building; Clearing; Blasting 
Drilling; Shale and Fill 
Phone: St. Thomas, 54-R-12 


—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


F. Hayes Harmon 


64-66 North Main Street 
COMPLETE HOME FURNISHER 


Harmon’s In Chambersburg Since 1906 
MTTTTTTTITITITTT CECE CCCCLUCUCUUU CLC COOOL UOL LLL 


—COMPLIMENTS OF— 
J.C. Penny Company 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


ART’S BAR 


MERCERSBURG, PA. 


The Chambersburg Laundry 


SANITONE DRY CLEANERS 


PHONE 1010 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Walker’s Tire Service 


Lincoln Highway Phone St. Thomas 67-R-11 


FORT LOUDON, PENNA. 


Wholesale Tire Dealers 


FRAM CARTRIGES 
CHAMPION SPARK PLUGS 


RAY-O-VAC FLASHLIGHTS & BATTERIES 


MONTGOMERY WARD STORAGE BATTERIES 


TECH TUBE and TIRE REPAIRS 


ALL AUTO ACCESSORIES 
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Fred B. Nair 


PHILCO SALES & SERVICE 


Box 135 Phone 949-R-3 


Mercersburg, Penna. 


McCleary Oil Co. 


Chambersburg a Mercersburg 


Gasoline — Kerosene — Fuel Oil 
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B. C. Snider and Sons 


MERCERSBURG, PA. 
The Home of Snider’s Brand Feeds 


DEALER IN 


Grain; Feed; Coal; Cement; Fertilizer; Sand and Seeds. 
Custom Grinding and Molasses Mixing 


For Your Needs in Feeds 


Call Mercersburg 186 


Carls’ Market 


FANCY GROCERIES — MEATS — PRODUCE 
PUBLIC SQUARE 


Phone 369 Chambersburg, Pa. 
TETTETEPEPUU RUE EEEEEEEUPRUEEEEEEPEPCOUPOTUTTTCUEEEE EE EEPEPODOUDUDEOEE EERE EEE RULE LEE LLL 
—COMPLIMENTS OF— 

Fallon Hardware 


MERCERSBURG, PA. 
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Mercersburg 


Journal 
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Richmond Elevator Co. 


Richmond Furnace, Pa. 
@ 


GRAIN — COAL — CEMENT — FERTILIZER 
PATH VALLEY FEEDS 


CUSTOM GRINDING AND MIXING 


Phone: St. Thomas 91-R-2 


—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


The National Bank of Chambersburg 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


M. and K. Pontiac 


316 S. Park Ave., Mercersburg, Pa- 


DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR 


You Can’t Beat a PONTIAC 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Martin Olds arid Implement Co. 
OLDSMOBILE and JOHN DEERE 
—MBALESSBURS-#A, SERVICE — 


VOCCUPOCCUREECCCCCC CEC CCCC CCC eee 


-—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Judy’s North End Market 


ME.RCERSBURG, PA. 


—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Zammito’s 


Men’s and Boy’s Shop 


128 North Main Street 
CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 
NEXT DOOR TO THE POST OFFICE 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


First National Bank 


MERCERSBURG, PA. 


V. T. Angle and Sons 


CHRYSLER —— PLYMOUTH 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 


Gayman Chevrolet Co. 


— SALES and SERVICE — 


Phone 22 Mercersburg, Pa. 
NEW and OK USED CARS 
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NEW ELECTROLUX 


The world’s most efficient cleaner, it’s Automatic! 


The Cleaner you never have to empty. 


Electrolux Corporation 


222 No. 2nd St. Phone 3044 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 


—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


The Valley National Bank 


- CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Detrich’s Garage 
—FORD AGENCY— 


General Repairing, Tires, Tubes and Accessories 


CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


Bridge Side, Ft. Loudon Phone: St. Thomas 35-R 
PUTCO 


—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Ethel’s Beauty Shop 


Mercersburg, Pa., Route 3 


Mrs. Robert D. McLaughlin, Beautician 


Phone: Mercersburg 211-J 
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FRY i mi Inc. 


Mercersburg, Pa. Phone 51 











High Analysis Pulverized 


LIMESTONE 


MTEPECEEPEORER PTO CP OPEC 


CRUSHED STONE 


Bulk Fertilizer (Spread) 


Need Lime or Fertilizer 


Test — Don’t Guess. 
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Compliments of 


General 


HAULING 


MASON HULL (Trucker) 


Phone: St. Thomas 56-R-13 
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TORID HEAT q ANCHOR 


OIL BURNERS KOL STOKERS 


Charles V. Keesey 


& 
PLUMBING — HEATING — VENTILATION 
167 No. 10th St. —— 316 No. 7th St. 


Phone 2-8241 Lebanon, Pa. 


POVAUUQUOUCCECUCCCOCUCCTOCCTEUECC COCO 


Lyon’s Auto Parts 


—DISTRIBUTORS OF— 


AUTOMOTIVE PARTS — SUPPLIES — EQUIPMENT 


MACHINE SHOP SERVICE 


226 W. King St. Phone 515 Shippensburg, Pa. 


31 W. Queen St. Phone 695 Chambersburg, Pa. 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Chambersburg Trust Co. 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 


—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Farmers and Merchants Trust Co.. 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


L. S. COOK 


John Deere Ttractors and Farm Equipment 


— SALES and SERVICE — 
Queen and Loudon Streets 


Chambersburg, Pa. 
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The Path Valley National 


Bank of Dry Run 


DRY RUN, PENNA. 


“BE THRIFTY and BE HAPPY” 


—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Bittner’s Restaurant 


East Seminary St. Mercersburg, Pa. 


Something To Crow About 
DELICIOUS COFFEE 
TRY OUR FAMOUS BLEND 
DINNERS LUNCHES BREAKFASTS 
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BAR-B-CUE HEATED CABINS WITH RADIOS 
Private Toilets and Showers _ Gas and Oil 


Camp Parnell 


11 miles West of Chambersburg 
11 miles East of McConnellsburg 


Lincoln Highway U. S. 30 
24 HOUR SERVICE 


Ph. St. Thomas 67R12 K. W. McLaughlin, Prop. 


VELMA’S 


CANDY — CAKES — ICE CREAM — SOFT DRINKS 


GROCERIES AND NOTIONS 


VELMA VANCE, PROP 
PULDEEEUAQUOUOQUOQUQEUECOUEQCHCUUCUU000000000000C0CCCCCTUTCCET EET 


FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE 
COME TO 


Vance Inn 


FORT LOUDON, PA. 
GOOD FOOD PRIVACY 


REASONABLE RATES 


JUNE SEPTEMBER 





MITTEE CUCU ES CUCULUCUUUL LLU obit 


A bie shee 


bai? | Lh. ARON srl) eee ee 8] 
ea: a can eel pin : | 7 


eM ioe yal 













A 
TONG x 






Ae 2 iby 
Ain 

















1% ae : } ie fatty hs a 1 
* vu . ‘ 2 (ae nt hay : ro Ln 
a0 y Sst ean als Pe Ayana wi eh NPT APO eee DPN Lee 


~ 





2 
ie 


~SSr= 


“aller tte 


Ord pitdguetyM Wo SIANO aemodT 32.4 


» Ge =e 


~ 


.—aeove 


eAMIAV 


CMMiAG TIOe — MAIRD 391 —~ 2aHAD — YQMAD 
ae 2AOITOM GNA 2aaDOAD 

4084 ZOWAV AMIZV 

a | aR siete antic eneeeneenn nnn: 


_Sil AVON 40 TeNA sHT BON " 


“ ; iy a 


OF aie 


+ anno ried ee bavoerh 


m 
ry 
ey inet bite, aD VER Pi abAe ae Ky eee on : 
I Pay we ae ws ‘ 
“a iy 
ii haut | 


ie i ‘wry ane 
is i ee 












—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Orchard White House 


Modern Cabins Home Cooked Food 
—AND— 
The Milk E Way 
Frozen Custard Richardson’s Root Beer 


L. C. McLaughlin, Proprietor 
PPTL LLL 


—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Mercersburg Builders’ Supply Co., Inc. 


Lumber, Roofing, Millwork, Hardware, and Builders 


Supplies. 
“Everything from Foundation to Chimney Top” 


Telephone 55 - Mercersburg, Pa. 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


MYERS and TRITLE 


Department Store 


MERCERSBURG, PA. 


Rouzer’s Garage 


TUSCARORA SUMMIT 
Official Inspection Station 
General Repairing — Car and Radio 


Phone: Mcbg., 85-R-2 Fort Loudon, Pa. 
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VELMA’S EARL JOHNSON 
BREAD House Wiring 
MEAT 
ASpecialty 
POTATOES 


Electrical Supplies 
Fresh or Canned Vegetables | 
| of All Kinds 
Cakes, Ice Cream, Candy 


Phone St. Thomas 79R3 
Tea — Coffee 
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Compliments of Compliments of 


Mr. and Mrs. H .H. Keefer 


| WOMEN’S CLUB 
Lunch 


Mo tice ¥ , 
Re ct oe Raa Se 


Confections 


tH ad RRS Gh one 


Organized In 1937 


Groceries 


Fort Loudon, Pa. 
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Hardware | 
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Sporting Goods 


frpirtsiereeonsnercr comand ae 


‘vk wy, he Chit ue, My hinae oe OY 25R il eG 1" aa oe we Pu is 

: » 4 vr 7 b % 

ete aia ee 1 aaa ne ni i a : x Ky tees | 
j : Me : nes. i. wit) ‘ ela rr t , : it, ie us 

we Ne eS i. "ay 


a we " 
‘ ed thy ny iy 7 , 
ai, Pian poner ‘ is 


- 
} 
ers 
¥ 


nib), . wire ¥ f 
«a? ? A 7 Lb . p rj ive " A Uw rs corny 

~ es : _ tai (i q ] wr A fe j | Oh - Aas 

; : sa J 

{ 

( 4 r if my, dus 
Ab ilk J if y s 7) “al 2 
cAa? iva y ree we ; 
i va uN ane 
fi AD ip 
. ay i 1 
: Gan 
re oh 


lad ayy 
ar fi are a at ei 
Lee OL 


ur 
d 
q 


Bees 
ne a 





3 
: 
‘ 
4 
; 
€ 
3 
| 
® 
4 
F 
E 
i 





Compliments of 


O. W. EHRHART 


HOCH’S 


General Merchadnise 


MEAT MARKET 


Saint Thomas 


Fort Loudon, Pa. Penna. 
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KUSTARD KITCHEN 


GEORGE E. SMALL 857 Lincoln Way East 


Chambersburg, Pa. 
Well Drilling 
PLATTERS 
SANDWICHES 


Richmond Furnace, Pa. 


FOUNTAIN 


Phone St. Thomas 91-R-4 ; 
Ice Cream Made Fresh Daily 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Chambersburg Dairy Products Co. 


1400 Scotland Ave., Chambersburg, Pa. 


Telephone 834 
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E. C. BARNES and Son 


Wholesale Distributors 


Petroleum Products 
Tires and Tubes 


Batteries 


Automotive Acces. 


St. Thomas Penna. 


Phone 17 
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: Compliments of 
Compliments of 


SHOP PARK-IN THEATRE 


Helene Curtiss; Machineless 
12 Miles East of 


Cold Wave 
Chambersburg, Pa- 
THELMA MILLER On U. S. Rte. 30 
Beautician 
Harry C. Bondurant 
Ft. Loudon, Pa. Prop. 


Compliments of Compliments of 


| ROYALE DAIRY 
| 
| 


COCA 


Homogenized; Vitaminized 





COLA Milk 


Phone 759 


| 
Chambersburg, Pa. 
Chambersburg, Pa. 
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Lyons 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 


Chambersburg’s 


Favorite Store For Men 


Main at Queen 


Cunningham’s Lawn and Garden 
Equipment Sales 


“Your Friendly Garden Tractor Dealer” 





Standard Gear Driven Garden Tracters 
Viking Walking and Riding Tractors 
Reo and Pennsylvania Power and Hand Lawn Mowers 
Disston and Lombard Chain Saws 
Location: Half mile from square on So. Park Ave. Ext. 


Phone 931-R-15 
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SHIVELY MOTORS INC. 
Dodge — Plymouth 


Dodge Job-Rated Trucks 


Sales — Parts — Service 


Lincoln Way West, Ext. 





Chambersburg, Pa. 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


D. Emory Myers Insurance Agency 


MERCERSBURG, PENNA. 


Congratulations Fort Loudon on Your 


150th Anniversary 
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WE WELCOME YOU 


TO THE SESQUI-CENTENNIAL AND TRUST 


YOUR VISIT WITH US WILL BE PLEASANT 


Lininger’s General Store 


FORT LOUDON, PENNA. 


Helen Lininger, Proprietor 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Rosenberry, Assistants 
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“Steeped in tradition and historical richness, Fort 
Loudon has, on the other hand, in the best of current edu- 
cational interests, provided well for the young people of 
its community. To the future-planning and progressive- 
thinking people of Fort Loudon, we offer our congratula- 
tions on your sesquicentennial observance and best wishes 
to those who even now are carving their niches in the Fort 


Loudon story which will be recorded for your next ob- 
servance.” 


Buchart Engineering Corp. 


Architects and Engineers for the 


James Buchanan Junior-Senior High School 


ALTOONA YORK LANCASTER 


Yours very truly, 
Buchart Engineering Corp. 


LESTER L. BUCHART, Vice-President 
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BEST WISHES FROM 


Mclintire Heating Company 





131 So. Sixth Street 
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Chambersburg, Penna. 


YOUR OIL HEATING SPECIALIST 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Buchanan Lanes 


Southeastern Penna’s. Finest Bowling Center 


Air Conditioned, Located on Rte. 16. Northend 


of Mercersburg, Pa. 








Your Modern Homemaking Store Since 1924 } 
General Electric Appliances — Refrigerators i 
Ranges, Water Heater; Automatic Washers and Dryers : 
International Harvester Refrigerators, Freezers, Tractors, i 
& 

Farm Machinery; New Idea Farm Equipment : 

z 

i 

Housewares — Hardware — Lowe Bros. and Valspar : 


Paints— Sporting Gcods— Guns— Ammunition 


Hoover Sweepers — Plumbing Fixtures 
METERED BOTTLED GAS SERVICE 


Tappan Gas Ranges; Permaglass Water Heaters 


Siegler Gas and Oil Space Heaters 
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Chambersburg Implement Co. 


449 Lincoln Way East 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Guyers Grocery 





Pine Shaded, Modern Self Service Store 


Where you may select from conveniently displayed 
and economically priced groceries, meats, green goods, 


(fresh or frozen) notions, novelties. 
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ICE CREAM SOFT DRINKS 


— GAS AND OIL — 


J. Arthur Best, Proprietor 
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Compliments of 


JNO. F. BOWERS 


NOVELTIES, FESTIVAL and 





BLOCK PARTY SUPPLIES 


Corner Fourth and Washington Streets 
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PHONE 1114-M 


CHAMBERSBURG, PENNA. 
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The Howard P. Foley 


Company 


Electrical Construction 


3lst and Revere Streets 


Harrisburg, Penna. 
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MTT EERE EEE EEOC CCU CULLO LULL CLL LLL Lobb 


Compliments of 


GLENN L. BREAM, INC. 


Women’s Society of Christian® 
Service of the USED CARS 
Methodist Church 


Fort Loudon, Penna, Chambersturg, Penna. 


“The Forbes Road” 
N bock l hi 
ew book on lccal history | WOLF’S RACKET STORE 


now being compiled. 
Fort Loudon, Cowans Gap 
Section 
Authcr of Richard H. Wolf, Prop. 
Ccnadc quest Secrets and 
and N. Nat. Shadows 


Harry E. Foreman 
222 High Street Mercersburg, Pa. 


Chambersburg, Pa. | 
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Compliments of 
RAYMOND S. ROTZ | see 
| 

e! 


Poultry Farm and Hatchery Shell Service Station 


Baby Chicks No. Main St. 


| 
Phone St. Thomas 77R3 | Mercersburg, Penna. 
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Compliments of 


BOB’S SMOKE AND 
- ORVILLE E. WISE 
GIFT SHOP 
Parakeets; Cages; Seed 
27 N. Main St. 


Fort Loudon, Pa. 


Chambersburg, Penna. | Next to Texaco Station 
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BEST WISHES G. O. CHRISTIAN 
FROM General Auto Repairing 


THE CAPITOL AND Gasoline — Oil 


ROSEDALE Exhide Batteries 


THEATRE 


State Inspection Station 


St. Thomas, Pa. 
Chambersburg, Penna. 


Phone 60R4 


SIXEAS NASH Compliments of 





SALES 


PENN APPLIANCE CO. 
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Mercersburg, Penna. 


Mercersburg, Pa. 


Phone 205-J 
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The American Legion 


Wesley Yeager Post 606 


In Memory of 
Our Departed Comrades 
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—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


Sunset Drive-In Theatre 


2 Miles North of Chambersburg, Rte. 11 


UE 
Batik ation 






THE FAMILY THEATRE 


SHOWING FIRST RUN PICTURES 


Family Bargain Night, Every Thursday 
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Compliments of 


We Do Fine Shoe 
DANIEL S. CULP 


Repairing 
Stationery, Office Equipment 
G. A. GRIMM Memorial Square 
Electric Shee Repair Shop Chambersburg, Penna. 
Mercersburg, Pa. Phone 466 
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Compliments of 


DOVEY DRY BARD’S GARAGE 


Andrew R. Bard, Prop. 


Mercersburg, Pa. 


CLEANING | 
| 
| St. Thomas, Pa. 


r | OYLER FARM SUPPLY 
Compliments of | 
Allis - Chalmers 
SMITH REXALL 
Farm Equipment 
DRUG STORE Saint Thomas, Pa. 
Mercersburg, Pa. | Phone 75 
| 
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Compliments of 
Compliments of 


HAROLD C. DRURY 
FLOYD L. GROSH & SON 
BARBER 


Mercersburg, Penna. 


| 
| 
Wall-Paper and Paint | 
Mercersburg, Pa. 

| 


Phone 125-W 


PITT ECC 
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Compliments of 
NEW HOUSE 
FALLONS GARAGE RESTAURANT 
119 North Main St. 


Compliments of 


Mercersburg, Pa. Mercersburg, Pa. 


PULLOUT TTT TIT TTT TTT TTT TT TTTTT 
MERCERSBURG | FOSTER’S RESTAURANT 
ICE & COLD STORAGE and ESSO Service 


Mercersburg, Pa. 


LOCKER — 
FREEZER SUPPLIES 


Station 
Cove Gap, Pa. 


Compliments of | Compliments of 


MANSION HOUSE 
METCALFE’S 


Mercersburg, Pa. Mercersburg. Pa. 


OSC TTOTITiTii iit 
Compliments of Compliments of 
oC, Y’ 
CLYDE HULL er te at 


Saint Thomas, Pa. Mercersburg, Penna. 


oy PLeata a 
: en i pe v M1) 


' ; f) Me 0 
aa at tS we i e. igs et) ne. ite 

Cael Fe : h 0 mt a aM ‘ ri) he meee 
: a5 7 ¥ é iow } ; ‘) 
nN \ Ered tie A eA is oS Glen i 


i Are iy i Wid, ‘ x 


A 


nn ts hee Seen ee 
; aie . Tit inca iho Si hae ‘ays 
. ae ae ” Hone nas 


rl pity re 


as ? 
ze SY 
fee hate ae i Mee ris 








—COMPLIMENTS OF— 


W. HARLEY MILLER 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


DESIGNING — 
ENGINEERING — 


CONSTRUCTION 


Public Building Construction a Specialty 


Martinsburg, W. Va. Phone 8959 
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vit Parnell 
e Fisheries, commercial goldfish hatcheries, are lo- 
cated one mile south of Fort Loudon on U. S. Rte. 75. 


Production at this location was begun approximately 
50 years ago by Martin E. Kefauver. The present owner, 
EK. A. Rice, purchased the fisheries nearly 30 years ago. 
Production is confined to ornamental fish— which are 
known for their quality throughout the entire United States 


and Canada, and bait— which are used by many avid 


fichermen in the Southern States. 


It has been the policy of the present management to 
keep pace with the demands of its customers. This ex- 
plains the expansion from just several ponds 30 years ago 


io nearly 100 today. 


Pesides being well known for the quality of their gold 
fish, Mt. Parnell Fisheries are also nationally known for 
the “Aqua Loop” fish bow!s. These bowls, designed and 
patented by Mr. Rice, have done much to increase the 


pleasure of having gold-fish in the home. 
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